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Well, we certainly had a full load on this trip Wijust one spare
seat in the back row which we don’t ever fill anywaRoss took
one look at the list of shady characters (thosel@al Silver VIP |
travelers) and decided he would need some backbup soped
Susy into going along to give him some supportusgal we
planned the weather to perfection, apart from tie spit or two
on the way down through the Waikato. We stoppedrfoming
tea in good old Tokoroa then shot down the bacH foam
Atiamuri through to Whakamaru just for a changerfrihe road ——— e
we usually take. We arrived in Turangi for lunclidgoicked up a Esssme T
very patient traveler who had been biding her timene thriving Mount R%apehu _ *
metropolis of Turangi waiting for us. After lundhwas off down A - b
the Desert Road with stunning views of Mount Ruapehere we &
picked up another very patient traveler waitingoia us. Then up
and over the Gentle Annies (Inland Patea Route} weh many
an ooh and aah at the breathtaking views from bmin the hills.
A gorgeous day for it. It was a long day and weenadt a little
weary by the time we arrived at our accommodatidre(
Tennyson) in Napier which was to be our home ferrtbxt 4-5
days. We dined at the Hotel and I think most oivasild have
been asleep by the time our heads hit the pillows.

Next morning, John Vickers arrived to take us @uiaed tour
through some of the Hawkes Bay’s most treasurechdndred
historic homes. A sumptuous luncheon feast wassdenp on the
sunny verandah at the home of the Lowry’s whichtvaenvn
very well indeed. A lovely day tripping around hretsunshine
followed by a great meal at the Napier RSA.

Day three saw us starting out at a leisurely hath aur first port
of call being the outstanding Napier Aquarium. @igit was
timed to coincide with the feeding of the fish walnis done by a
scuba diver who sits in the tank feeding a varadtiysh and plays
and cuddles the huge very tame crayfish. Most &nténg. After
a lovely cuppa beside the sea we boarded the labak a drive
out to see lan Hope’s incredible collection of Blaglish
motorcars, 361 at last count, collected over 26syédost of the
vehicles were Morris Minors. We were also royaltyestained by
lan on a collection of fabulous old pianolas whigd most of us
dancing and singing along. We stopped and had limgbrgeous
sunny Havelock North before making our way out éoMata
Peak to take in the views across the Hawkes Bagalidt was a £ Sl e
bit hazy but stunning nonetheless. Then it wascadknt visit to Historic Homes Tour
the Chocolate Factory. Oh the calories we put ahdhy!!!
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After a very interesting trip through the chocolateseum | don’t
think there were many of us who left the shop enmgityded.
Finally we ended the day with a wine tasting, histbriefing by
the entertaining Trevor and a walk around the gaae the
beautiful and much loved Mission Estate Winery.dhiaeting
stories about this place and of course the wineg dewn well
on top of all that chocolate. It was dinner at Tlemnyson again
that night.

Day four was another lazy start to the day as wedeeed across
the road to the Art Deco Shop to begin our Art D&oar of
Napier. We started with a very interesting and rimfative 30
minute video then Christine joined us on boardwsgoiide and
took us around town pointing out all the histomclanteresting
buildings. After lunch we made our way out to C&penappers
to jump aboard the bus out to the Gannet Colony.sianany
Gannets there at this time of the year but cegtanliery
interesting drive out there and enough Gannetak® photos of
and get a good look at. Our last evenings dinneragain at the
Napier RSA, much to everyone’s delight as theyqgoua jolly
good buffet.

Day five was home day. The weather was still hgjdis we made
out way back over the Napier Taupo road with alqatop inthe
breezy hills for morning tea. Lake Taupo of cousses stunning
with the sun shining on it and if you looked hambegh you
could even get a glimpse of Mount Ruapehu throtigltioudy
blanket. We had lunch then took a trip out in thelmat, the
Ernest Kemp for an hour. It was very interestinpeécable to see
the three and four mile bay settlements from theenand it was a
pleasant way to spend an hour in the sun justinogian the lake.
And that was our last activity, from here on outwere dropping
people off at various places as we made our waly tsagur
homes.

A fantastic trip with a lot of wonderful friendlgrhiliar faces and
some lovely new travelers too. Kind regards toRéiss & Susy
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