
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
An early start from our overnight accommodation in Auckland took us 
our to the airport to meet the last members of our group and we joined 
our flight to Samoa. Arriving on this magical island paradise at 
11.30am we were met by Christabelle, our local guide for the tour, who 
presented us with a lei and the usual island friendly smile and we 
boarded our van for the short trip to Aggie’s Resort for lunch. 
Unfortunately we arrived the find the resort had been taken over by the 
Survivor television series and was closed to the public so we made our 
way to Le Lani Resort instead. 
 
Then it was off to join the ferry for the trip to Savaii and that proved to 
be an interesting cultural experience for us all. There had been a rather 
large church conference that had just ended and combined with the 
usual Friday extra passengers there was a huge crowd waiting to board 
the ferry. We managed to squeeze aboard trying not to think about the 
load on the boat. 
 
Rejoining the van on Savaii we made our way around the East Coast to 
our overnight stop at Auga Resort with a quick look at the lava fields 
along the way. Our tour guide somewhat mis-judged the travelling time 
for this trip, however, and it was quite late when we arrived at the 
resort so we had a quick dinner and it was off to bed. 
 
A much easier day the next day as we completed the circuit around the 
island, visiting the sea arches, Lovers Leap, the spectacular Alofaaga 
Blowholes and a picnic lunch at the lovely Afu Aau Falls. Then with a 
little delicate negotiation we managed to get ourselves onto the 2.00pm 
ferry for the return to Upolu Island and arrived at our home for the next 
6 nights, Insel Fehrman Resort, in good time. 
 
The next day being Sunday, allowed us to have a quiet day to catch up 
and some of the group joined Christabelle to attend an island church 
service. 
 
Back in the van on Monday morning we had an interesting tour around 
the Apia area including the markets and a visit the Vaisala, the lovely 
old homestead of Robert Louis Stevenson.  
 
The next day we had a full day tour around the eastern side of the 
island with a lunch stop at Lalomanu Beach. This area was badly hit 
with the 2009 Tsunami and it was a real eye-opener to see the extent of 
the damage, although a lot of repairs have now been done. 
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A full free day followed, allowing everybody to do some exploring at 
their own pace. Some of the group ventured cross to Manono Island 
providing them with another cultural experience. 
 
Our last full day tour took us around the western side of the island with 
a lunch stop at beautiful Sa’Moana Resort where some of us enjoyed a 
swim. 
 
Another free day to explore or relax by the pool which was topped off 
with an evening cultural show put on by the locals and a very 
enjoyable last night dinner. We were then invited to join in the singing 
and dancing with everyone having a great time. 
 
Finally it was back on the plane to New Zealand with many happy 
memories of lovely Samoa. 
 
Thanks everyone for another great trip, Regards, Ross 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


