SCOTTSDALE TOURS

TOURING TASMANIA TOUR

Our trip to the ‘not so little island’ at the batt of Australia
began with a night in Auckland and an early stagtriext
morning for our flights to Melbourne and on to Laaston,
Tasmania where we spent our first two nights awtrg pretty
and peaceful Swiss Village resort at Grindlewald.

The first day of our Tasmanian adventure saw whaharound

Launceston. In the morning we drove around thetoityet our
bearings and then up to Cataract Gorge where maosttook the B
chairlift across to the other side and walked beaioss the bridge sl =
to where Ross had morning tea ready. A lovely syitht a great Grindlewald e
pool and wonderful scenery.

Our next stop was at City Park where we wanderedraf the
gardens, stopped to chat to the Macagque monkeyadinded the
stunning floral display in the conservatory. We Badhe time in
town for lunch and then it was down to the marioas river
cruise with Sam. Lovely new apartments and boathe sk
river and then up the Tamar river to Kings bridgd anto the
Cataract gorge again — interesting cliffs here kddd jumping off
rocks and the bridge. Back on the bus Ross todé&rustiki tour
through suburbia — gorgeous old houses and treesv&e back
at our pretty village by mid-afternoon with timeerplore or have
a swim before dinner. At 8pm we were off again g west bank
of the Tamar through Exeter and over the Batmashglrout to
Low Head at the mouth of the river. We were meShyrley who
has looked after the Little Blue Penguin colonyehfer 16 years.
Down a path to a viewing platform where we sawtiinds come
out of the water and then head up into the dunéseid their
babies(2 each). We were very close to them, itavasrfect still
evening and a lovely experience.

Next morning — another perfect blue-dome day- ss\vaading
north again with our first stop at Brady’s look@und then at
Batman’s bridge for photos. On through Bell Bayhwis power
station and factories, then morning tea near Géonge Off road
a bit to visit the old semaphore station then @ough the Pipers
River area to the lovely north coast town of Bridpa little
seaside paradise. Lots of campers, holiday h@meéglowering
gum trees. On through farming country, pine forislds of
veges and opium poppies to Scottsdale for lunclerevMichelle
from Te Aroha had the welcome board out in fronthef bakery.
After lunch here we went to see the truly amazieg sculptures
at Legerwood and on to Derby where we visited TimeCeéntre

Batman Bridge
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2. and museum. (Great ice-creams too on a very ha} dag

2+ stopped in the forest near Weldborough for a walthe bush to
vr visit a huge old Grandma Myrtle tree, then ouhatdoast at St
77 Helens and on to our overnight stop at Scamanidgt, on the
i; beach and just lovely. A cuppa on the balcony anerg nice

“ dinner.

:”; On yet another beautiful morning we headed dowrctizest to the
.. Wildlife Park near Bicheno, where we boarded a taie@ and

+- saw kangaroos and wallabies, snakes and wombathartaily

v+ unlovable Tassie Devil. We had morning tea herethed had a
7r quick look at the coastal town of Bicheno whers loftlocals

¢ were out and about on Australia Day. Down to Craok and

*{ then inland past Lake Leake towards Campbell Towhsouth to |
" Ross for lunch. This is a very historic villagettwa famous
i_ intersection —an old building on each corner — phle
2. (temptation), the church (salvation),the town ljatreation) and
2 the jail (damnation) ! Lovely old buildings heredawe had time
v+ for a look around before we left over the beautjfohrved old

7 bridge. South again through Oatlands with its Georguildings
7+ and on down the old stage-coach road to Richmohdrewve

ifL_ visited the old jail museum and had a look at tvert (it got

E much colder here), then down the highway for ouegmight stay
. in central Hobart.

2. Our first day trip was out to the Penal Colony attRArthur. To

/- get there we crossed the Tasman bridge to Sorréltreen

v+ through pretty rolling country to Dunalley, acrdks ‘lifting

7r bridge’ and then the canal crossing at EaglehaatkNwhere

“r the ‘dogline’was) and on to the Port Arthur settét at the

i\f bottom of the peninsula. The guide at Port Arthawvegus some
i_ info and then we explored this very sobering phaith its old

n buildings and sad history before a boat trip arcmhmdharbour
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buried. On our way back to Hobart we stopped toRssmarkable
cave, Perpendicular Point, Admirals Arch, Devil'gdken and
some tesselated rock formations. We also got theHint of a
name for our ‘mystery plant’. One of the localdedlit ‘recovery
plant’ and told us it is the first to grow afterést fires. Back over
the lifting bridge to a very welcome afternoon- stap at the
Colonial Museum. Back in Hobart we discovered roystery
dinner location was at the Casino. Ross heardhieatoad to the
Tree Walk was going to be closed for the TargayRadlwas busy
making new plans for our next day. i -
Next morning we were off to the Hobart waterframthe famous Tasselated pavmg o
Salamanca Market to get a taste of local cultuctratail therapy [ W
(or just to look at the boats across the roadeathrina!). i
Fabulous cherries at the markets. Then off up MtlMgton
which dominates the Hobart skyline at 1237m. Asing clear,
still morning with amazing views. We had morning te the
lookout building and our group photo taken on thewng deck.
Ross offered to take us on a tiki tour adventurgaéafternoon
(optional) in place of the treetop walk so afteotours for lunch
or shopping most of us headed off in the bus. SmKingston
then through the fruit growing area of the Huorlasahnd right

Hobart from Mt Wellington w
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around the peninsula that lies between the Huar end
D’Entrcasteax Channel. Such pretty coastline wistternv
everywhere and quaint wee towns with quainter ndikes
Cygnet, Garden Creek, Verona Sands, Gordon, MiolalJet
Flowerpot, Kettering, Oystercove (ice-creams atrtfagina),
Snug and Electrona, Margate (with its old converteldvay
carriages), Howden, Tinderbox, Blackmans Bay anddra.
Somewhere near here we stopped to take photoseri/dall
tower where lead shot was made. Then back to atibn at !
Kingston and just in time for dinner at our hoteHobart. A great
afternoon.

After a look around the wharf area and lovely homesheaded
west the next morning (with a quick stop to taketpk of the
impressive Tasman Bridge) up the western sideeoDibrwent
River to New Norfolk with its pulp mill and Norfollsland
history, through hop-growing country to Bushy Par&s far as
boats can go up the river. Very old houses herenaredviews of
the river. On through Gretna and Hamilton to ourmirg-tea
stop at the wee town of Ouse. On up into high,\aerg dry,
country with a few sheep and not much else untitame to the

former hydroelectric village of Tarraleah. Now miely owned ' SF222 e ¥
and very tidy. We got out to look down at the hpgeastocks and == o
canals. Lots of ‘recovery plant’ here. Then on [Brsinte lagoon ;
to Derwent Bridge where we turned off into the deadountain S
Lake St Clair National Park. Had lunch in the daéée and a e
walk to the lake (snake warnings!). Ali talked toecof the Park PAs
Centre staff and found the real name for the mygiemt — Tree [ i
Everlasting Bush (asterace#&e) Back out to the main road agai S
and over Mt Arrowsmith. Lots of Leatherwood treaghwtheir N
pretty white flowers, good for honey making, stslof hives :2

too. As we crossed the Franklin River we talkedutlthe
Franklin dispute and headed up over Victoria Pagéaison Falls Eagleboat cruise - Strahan
walkway. It was a very hot day and while we walkethe shade - ' -
to the falls, Ross cleaned the aircon filter. Wéndifference it
made! We were all much cooler as we crossed thigbover
Lake Burbury, a very large lake which is raisedHgdro
purposes. As we came down we started to see iliked by
copper mining and then as we passed through thetbivn of
Linda lots of new regrowth. At Gormanston we drogpea steep
hill to a lookout to have a close look at the cappéne - terrible
destruction of the landscape. We came down ovehithiaito the
mining town of Queenstown and then past the praoggdant as
we headed for Strahan on a windey road throughittse What a
pretty little harbour town. Our motel was on thi with fabulous
views of the town and harbour. Great buffet dinaed sunset-
watching from the deck.

We woke up to a much cooler and rainy day, our onky. After
breakfast we boarded ‘The Eagle’ for a cruise Maxquarie
harbour, out through the very narrow entrance dahll's
Gate’, past the fish farms and then to our stdpaaéh Island, an
infamous convict settlement. Many of us bravedttiheential
rain for a tour with our theatrical guide Kim — edent! Back on
board we travelled up the Gordon River to Heritageding.
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:i: Another very wet guided walk to see Huon Pines dinéy grow i
+- In Tasmania and were used for shipbuilding as thedaoesn’t ¢
7+ rot. On board again we had a lovely lunch andeseaded , Ve
7r back to Strahan the weather cleared. Ross dmaeaund to the g
other side of the harbour for our train ride throug Queenstown W
on the ABT Wilderness Railway. We were delightdthwhe old | w
train and carriages and shocked by the polluted lkimd Queen j::

rivers. Ross was at the station to meet us anduske our motel
for the night —pretty chilly here!

Next morning we drove around this old, tired miniog/in, had a
brief photo stop outside the ‘Gnome’ house, and tieaded
through the hills to Zeehan and on to Rosebery fohilly
morning tea stop. There is a big mine processiagtgiere.

B e - t::x
Through more windey hills to Tullah, a small miniagd hydro  One of the statues at Queenstown

town on Lake Rosebery and then up quite high wtiexee were
snow markers beside the road. At the turn-off taatéh (where
the last Tasmanian Tiger was seen) we headed thoaingh the
Hellyer Gorge through plantations of pines and byota and out
to the north coast at sunny Wynyard where we sdfpr lunch.
After lunch we went north and out onto Table Capene tulips
are grown. It looked like Pukekohe with red sals of drying
onions and other crops - great views from the lighte lookout.
Down again and into the idyllic seaside town of Bidarbour. It
looked really tropical with people swimming in tuajse water.  Drying onions
On further north-west to Stanley and ‘The NutMost of us went
up in the chairlift to the top — a bit windy bubfdous views. Ice-
creams from the shop at the bottom and on up thpast the old
farm buildings to our motel which looked out oviee town and
‘The Nut'.

We left Stanley on another beautiful morning anddsal back
down the coast through very pretty rolling farmdarots of

crop- growing and hay-making. Through the induktity of
Burnie with its wood-chip mountain and on arounel shore to
our last morning tea stop at Peng&@nOn through Ulverstone
with its unusual War Memorial while John told u®ab
Ulverston in Cumbria where he and Freda are from.tWned off 2
and headed south through Sprent and Upper Catbran, down,
down into Leven canyon and up again to a place eercould
look over to Mt Roland, then on to the tiny settégrhof Wilmot,
home of the very first Coles store. On through barsth forest to
the northern entrance to Cradle Mountain Natiorzak Rvhere
there were suddenly lots and lots of people ansl @ad buses!
We had lunch here and then drove in to Dove Lakk @radle :
Mountain (1545m) behind. Some people walked arautreck to Echidna
Suicide Rock while the rest of us took photos eflthvely
reflections of the mountain in the lake. A quickivup a steep
drive to the old chalet at Waldheim, and then semwtement as
we came back down to the park centre — echidnaigéimgs on
steroids) ! Ross decided to take us back to Latocesnew way
and with some tricky steep hills and navigationdsave up and
down and around Mt Roland, found the tiny town @na and
then Mole Creek ( there are caves here) and orelor&@ine where
suddenly we were in flat farm country again witheasy drive :
back to our hotel in Launceston for our last nighé nice motel
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opposite City Park gardens. 2
A very early start on our last morning as we hedddtie airport Y
for our flight to Melbourne and on to Auckland amoine. This Ve

trip earned Raui her gold VIP Traveller badge. Gangations
Raui!

| hope everyone enjoyed this comprehensive lodkaasie as
much as | did. You were a great bunch of peopteateel with,
though if you had been hoping for a quiet holiday ynay have
been disappointed!! Thank you all for your company good

humour. Hope to see you again before too loAd.

Thanks Ali for another fabulous newsletter, much appreciated.
Ross & Susy
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