
 
 

ADELAIDE & MURRAY RIVER TOUR 2009 
 

What a fantastic trip this was, and YES THERE IS WATER IN 
THE MURRAY RIVER.  Unfortunately there has been a lot of 
adverse publicity circulating in the news that the Murray River 
was running dry.  It is in dire straits in two areas but not in the 
areas where the River Boats are running, these are controlled by 
locks and weirs and they ‘pond’ the water so that the water levels 
can be maintained.  If you have ever thought about cruising the 
Murray then do it, it’s great.  We are planning another Murray 
River trip next year so keep an eye out for it in our next brochure. 
 

We flew Air New Zealand this time so we were on time arriving at our destination in Adelaide.  After a 
good night’s sleep we ventured out and around the general 
Adelaide City and districts to do a bit of sight-seeing for a couple 
of days.  Weather was great, clear blue skies and warm sunny 
days until we got back to Adelaide on the last day.   
 
Finally, the big day arrived when we headed up to Griffen’s 
landing to board the Spirit of the Murray to begin our trip up the 
Murray.  We cruised by day and stayed on shore in hotels by 
night, although we were reluctant to get off the boat at the end of 
the day, it was so peaceful and beautiful out on the water. 
 

Each stop along the way held its own special magic and a lot of 
interesting history.  The old town of Morgan put on a lovely 
afternoon tea and some story telling on one occasion.  Then we 
stayed at the lovely country town of Loxton where we were well 
looked after by a group of ladies running the local hotel/motel 
complex.  Several of the small country towns have wonderful 
great big old hotel/motel buildings which are owned and well 
supported by the town and seem to run extremely well.  The 
townsfolk of Loxton have created a marvelous historic village on 
the shores of the Murray.  We spent an hour or so just wandering 
in and out of old buildings, schools, churches, shops, yards and 

sheds full of machinery with information tapes and lights starting up as you walk in the door, all very 
interesting. 
 
Renmark is a beautiful wee town, we spent two nights there in 
very nice motel units.  At night (please forgive us) we played 
with the possums in the trees across the road from the motels 
along the banks of the river. They are much smaller than our 
little pests and very friendly. 
 
Banrock Station was another popular port of call where we had 
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morning tea, watched a very interesting video outlining the history of Banrock Station, followed by a 
wine tasting.  We were also lucky enough to see a Lace Monitor up close, a real bonus. 
 

Chowilla Station (pronounced Chowla), was an another 
unexpected surprise.  Here we are cruising down the river with 
trees lining the water way and animals and birds in abundance and 
we stop off at Chowilla Station for afternoon tea and a cruise 
around the property. Well not all the property as it is over 230,000 
acres but we did see some of it from various vantage points.  Once 
past the thin band of trees we were surprised to find huge expanses 
of  breathtaking ‘nothingness’, just miles and miles of various 
grasses, salt bushes, some trees and very little else.  We did see 
kangaroos a few sheep and cows and lots of bird life as we trekked 

down the dirt tracks. 
 
All too soon the trip was over and we were all very sad to be leaving the boat for the last time.  We had a 
BBQ on the shore at the Custom House landing then made our way back to Adelaide for our last night 
before flying home the next day. 
 
This is one trip we will definitely do again but next time we plan to start at a different location and go 
further up the river into Mildura so watch out for it in our next brochure which is due out in July/August 
this year. 
 
Thanks everyone for a great trip. 
 

Ross & Susy 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1. Banrock Station 2. Kunundra Station 3. Chowilla Station 
 

4. Carrella’s 5. Emus 6. Pelicans 

7. Clay Cliffs 8. Red Cliffs 9. Wildflowers 

10. Glenelg 11. Glenelg Beach 12. Renmark 

13. Lace Monitor 14. Lace Monitor 15. Whistling Kite and nest 



16. Kangaroo Drinking 17. Kangaroo 18. Curious Kangaroo 

19. Houseboats on the Murray 20. Stunning reflections 21. More stunning reflections 

22. Outback South Australia 23. Outback South Australia 24. Outback South Australia 

25. Victor Harbour 26. Whispering Wall 27. Lookout at Mount Lofty 

28. Overland Corner Hotel 29. Lock number 1 30. Gungellan Pub  
 


