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Susy took this group over to Cairns to catch up with the tail end of 
the Coast Road to Cairns trip that Ross was hosting.  The first four 
days of this trip merged in with the last four days of Ross’s trip 
then Susy brought the Coast Road to Cairns people home.  Bit of a 
logistical nightmare but it all worked out in the end.  While Ross 
drove the bus back down to Brisbane at the end of tour the group 
found their way home and re-united with Susy at Auckland 
airport.  
 
The weather was fabulous for the whole trip, a very pleasant 
change from all the rain and snow back home.  The first day 
Andrew picked us up and took us on his famous Cairns Discovery 
tour which included a walk around the fabulous botanical gardens. 
 
We had plenty of free time to explore Cairns at our leisure, most 
of us took the opportunity of taking a boat cruise to Green Island.  
A great day out.  We dined in house every second night and went 
out to local eating places every other night which certainly gave us 
a variety of culinary delights.  
 
The trip up the coast to Port Douglas was interesting.  We had 
lunch in Port Douglas before heading back to Cairns again We 
called into Hartley’s Crocodile Farm on the way back to be 
entertained by man eating crocodiles and highly poisonous snakes.  
The koalas, birds and owls were a soft and lovely alternative 
attraction though. 
 
We took the scenic train up to Kurunda where we were able to 
make the most of some shopping time at the markets before 
boarding the gondolas at the sky rail for the 7km tree top tour back 
down to Cairns.  From here we walked across to the Tjapakai 
Aboriginal Cultural Centre where we were entertained by dancers 
and taught how to make fire, throw a spear and boomerang and 
learn about bush tucker.  A very full and most entertaining day. 
 
Once we split from the Coast Road to Cairns group we had Ross 
all to ourselves and we boarded the bus for the Tablelands and an 
overnight stop at Atherton Rain Forest.  A fabulous overnight 
break.   Then it was back to our lovely Cairns accommodation 
where we had been well looked after and all too soon it was time 
to return home to good old NZ.   
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A great little trip and a lovely break from the winter blues. Thanks 
everyone for a lovely time.  See you all again soon. 
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