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We flew to Wellington then caught an old 30 se&tenvair aircraft to ;
the island. We were picked up at the airport 2dlaseater bus and as.-
we drove along dirt roads through scrubby farm haittl the odd old -

derelict building and beat up dirty old cars, melahd wrecked, | g
wondered what on earth we were going to do onsitnisffy little S
island for 5 days. w
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I think | can speak for most of us when | say weengeasantly
surprised and delighted to find ourselves walkimgugh a picture .
book of the most amazing and unexpected scenentioweext few days. This place is amazing, the ;.
weather admittedly played a huge part in our iskexypkrience, it was absolutely perfect. We walked -
across the cliff tops on the second day, some dbugy the full trek of about 7kms, the rest opting 7+
stay behind with the bus and having a wee snooze. %
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The island is made up of gently rolling hills ande® of flat barren land surrounding a lagoon which
takes up at least one third of the total islan@d.afde lagoon is fresh water but takes water imftioe
sea. As itfills up the opening to the sea tendsdse up so the inhabitants clear the channelavav. =~ .
again to let the water out and prevent the lagoom foverflowing onto low lying farm land. In thady -
days the land was clear felled for farming but sainhe local people are making a concerted eftort -
re-establish the native bush on a large portiaim@iand now. \ S
¥
Waitangi is where there is a grocery store, petoohp, a bl
hairdresser who comes over from Tauranga everygksvior
one week, a craft shop and another gift shop. hidtel at
Waitangi is the hub of the area where the localkagao
socialize and where we had all our meals. A sesbory has
been added to the accommodation wing and lookswygry

market with interior décor and furnishings to match
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We stayed in three separate accommodation housely ni o S %
decorated and furnished particularly for the tdunsrket. f_
Thursday to Sunday we explored the island withaharming host Ben, who did a fantastic job ofriji ;

S us in on all the local and historic information abthe island and also ..
. he surrounding islands. We did picnic lunches, ama cliff top, then -
another day in the magnificent grounds of the Mayfahe island, Pat -
Smith. Saturday we lunched on the edge of a busHamking farm
land and out to the ocean, then Sunday we lunchix dasalt w
columns, also steeped in the history of immigrémmg gone. x
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We visited Jim Muirson’s farm where he has the riesiaf a A
Sunderland aircraft hiding away in the bushes.alde has an amazing..
collection of other historical vehicles and is Ine tprocess of setting up+-
a museum on his farm so that tourists can comevigitd Yr
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:f; Tourism is becoming the best form of income onishand now so i
2+ the local people are doing all they can to acconatethis trend Je
v+ and make the most of it. Prior to this, over mgesrs, the primary Ve
77 source of income was fishing. The crayfish they@atching even s
today, are huge, at least twice the size of whatateh around our W
coastlines. The blue cod is a very tasty fishtaede and the il
hapuku are also very large in the Chathams. Paamoither good j::
cash crop which is still reaping in a good incormethose brave and "
hardy souls who are willing to risk the cold andrshinfested : : S
waters to dive for their quota. fe
The coastal beaches held a treasure trove of strellsocks for the fossickers, while the lagooryver
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kindly coughed up tiny black sharks teeth on itsdyeshores for us to find. The coastal shores were *
beautiful but unfortunately not safe for swimming.

On Saturday we spent some time walking througtbtish on the .
Kaiwata Station which was formerly owned by thek@afamily .
who make the jams and cordials in Geraldine. Wkedrnp at the v+
Kaingaroa Sports and Fishing club for the most duoys feast
you have ever seen. The centre piece was a giyftsh caught
locally and the food was brought in by the locabge of w
Kaingaroa. They do this every Saturday night lf@r visitors on
the island. There must have been at least 50 thfare so the
others would have been staying at some of the other
accommodation lodges scattered around the island.

The seal colony was a surprise, we were able tnsihe rocks fairly
close to a large number of seals and watch thew pidight. We were
even treated to the rare pleasure of seeing a mevegal pup which was

lying beside the pink birthing pool crying for itsother and still sporting N
an umbilical cord. il

¥
While some of us went to Church and had pauaifsitterwards, a visit .. v
to the Moriori Kopinga Marae was a highlight foetrest of us. Mana = =~ g
and Michelle entertained us with their stories aridrmation then sat us i—-— pAg
down to tea and scones afterwards. The Marae alggompleted in S

X

2005 and is a fabulous building in much the saryle sis the Mana Retreat in the Coromandel. After”*
lunch at the basalt columns we visited the tinylesetent of Port j_
Hutt which is owned by the Clarke family. A venteresting, o

quiet wee bay with he odd relic of a wreck, onevbfch has been Q
| turned into an aquarium with a shop on board fesguhe 4
exquisite paua jewellery and artwork of one ofybang local g
ladies. I

In all we traveled around 500kms on the 150 kiloawedf dirt N
roads on the island, only 7km of which is tarsealed
Monday and the weather was still holding so noathoé being 2
= © stranded on the island for another day or two uofately. We .
flew back into wmdy Wellington, said goodbye tardelson and Cheviot contingents then flew back t»
Auckland and home. A fantastic trip full of sug@s and one which some of our passengers are pan::i
to do again. Thanks everyone for a fabulous tepreally enjoyed your company. 7
¥
We may look at arranging another trip next yeaif you are interested in visiting the Chathams gtea **
call us and we will put your name on the list atad/sn touch. Regards, Ross & Susyg
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4. Coastal farmland 5. 7km walking track 6. Windptveees 1
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7. Windswept trees 2 8. Windswept trees 3 9. Wiragidvirees 4
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il 19. Weka 20. Seal 1
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A 22. Seal 2 23. Seals fighting 4
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25. Tom Solomon Memorial

26. Ross & Tom

27. Hillgnaveyard

28. Torro — Kaingaroa

29. Wreck at Port Hutt

30.ifafeyi Harbour

31. Sunderland remains

32. Flax flower

33. Treglisn

34. Sand swept hills

35. Flower carpet — sealrgplo

36. Close up of flower carpet

37. Wind sculptured trees 1

38. Wind sculpturedgr2

39. Wind sculptured trees 3

)X} D M M D N X X X M X oD M M xS M M M M WD XD X M M D M M D M M XD M M XD M M MDD M M D M M XD M M M M M

- ¥

7

N
d
)t

N

v

Y
)

L 3L 3
N X X

Y
>

YR
- N N X

e/l el w0 a0 a0 w0 a0 il ol il a0 o il a0 ol il ol il ol i ol il ol il ol il a0 a0 ol il ol il o il ol il ol i w0 ol il oL
AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AP AT AP A7 AP AP AT A7 A7 A A A A 2y

al

L 3
N Zw[ > X

!

A 5
)



Jo S

PAGRAGR AR AR ASR AR AR AR AR AR ASR AR A SR A G AR AR A SR ASR A SR A G AR A R A S A SR A S A S A A S A i A g

*
v
P

<
P

N

)

N

> )

<
P

N

> )

51
"

Mo Yo S o o Yo S Yo Yo ¥ b Yo ¥ ¥ Xo Yo ¥ b o ¥ N X Yo ¥ o o ¥ N e Yo ¥ b ¥ ¥ ¥ X Yl ¥ e o ¥h ¥ b Y ¥ b o ¥h S b ¥ ¥ b e

A

W

‘7\_ ‘7\_ ‘7\_ ‘7\_ ‘7\_ ‘7\_ ‘7\_ ‘7\_ ‘7\_ ‘7\_ ‘7\_ ‘7\_ ‘7\_ ‘7\_
WO W W W W W W W W W W W WS

40. Port Hut Harbour

41. Port Hutt

42. Farm house

43. Friendly pigeons

44. Race horses

45. Dog —déaoa

46. Kaingaroa Harbour

47. Coastal Beach

48. Cotmtal lands

49 Waitangi West from hill top

50. Croon’s garden

1. Bhe last supper

52. The ducks 1

53. The ducks 2

54. The ducks 3
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