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Our first day in Australia was spent with a quick exploration of 
Brisbane and the Gold Coast before heading up through the 
Sunshine Coast resort towns to our three night stop at Hervey 
Bay.  A handy little coincidence meant the shoppers were able to 
have a quick foray in the famous Eumundi Markets on the way. 
 
Our first major adventure was one of my personal favourites – 
whale watching.  We were lucky that there were a good number 
of whales around that gave us some very close, spectacular 
viewing.  The next day was also very special as we spent a full 
day on unique Fraser Island, the largest sand island in the world. 
 
We then started our journey north with overnight stops at 
Rockhampton and Mackay and on to Townsville for two nights 
where people seemed to enjoy time to explore this sub-tropical 
city.  The aquarium was particularly popular here.  Then it was 
on the last leg up to really tropical Cairns via Innisfail where for 
the first time we visited extraordinary Paronella Park.  This place 
really defies written description and was a personal dream of a 
Spanish landowner and resembled a European spa and castle. 
 
In arrival in Cairns we joined up with the Cairns stay-put group 
to explore for four days starting with the trip up to Kurunda on 
the train to visit the markets and then return on the skyrail back 
to Cairns where we were entertained by the folk at Tjapakai 
Cultural Centre.  Another day was spent exploring north of 
Cairns up to Port Douglas and visiting Hartley’s Crocodile Park.  
No volunteers for the free water skiing lessons unfortunately. 
Following a free day to do our own exploring, we spent our last 
morning with Andrew, our very interesting local guide for a tour 
of the city and botanical gardens.  Then it was on the plane with 
Susy and back to Auckland for the night and home the next day. 
 
Thanks everyone for 
a great trip, we hope 
to see you again 
sometime. 
 
Regards, Ross & Susy 

Four Mile Bay, Port Douglas 
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