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We began this trip at a leisurely pace making our way to the 
airport in time to catch our mid-afternoon flight to the Gold Coast.  
It rained until we got to Auckland then it fined up.  Of course it 
was lovely and sunny when we reached the Gold Coast, arriving 
in at 6pm. We had dinner and settled in for the night before taking 
a half day tour around the area to get our bearings.  We stopped 
and had lunch at Pacific Fair, one of the huge shopping malls at 
Surfers then we had the rest of the day to ourselves.  We ventured 
out to Sizzlers for dinner that night and enjoyed three very ample 
courses.  
 
The next morning dawned fine and sunny and warm so we hopped 
aboard the bus and took off to visit Mount Warning where we had 
a special celebratory morning tea.  We presented one of our lovely 
travelers with her silver badge and another lovely traveler who has 
been with Ross right from the beginning with her gold badge. We 
were privileged to be traveling with four more lovely ladies who 
have been close friends for 80 years (they appeared on Close-Up 2 
years ago) so of course we had to celebrate that wonderful 
achievement too so if was gooey sticky cakes all round. Not that 
we needed it but we stopped in Byron Bay had some lunch, went 
up to the Lighthouse and then headed off to a new attraction that 
Ross was rather dubious about, called Crystal Palace.  The girls 
loved it of course, it was a fabulous setting with gorgeous gardens 
adorned with the most amazing collection of crystals you’ve ever 
seen.  These have been sourced from deep underground in Brazil. 
 
We came back to base via Brunswick Heads, Tweed Heads and 
Coollangatta and dined in-house before retiring to bed. 
 
We had a free day on Sunday and most everybody hopped on a 
bus or a train, some venturing as far as Brisbane for the day.  We 
dined that night at the Southport Football Club – home of the 
Sharks football team.  Fabulous meal but fairly rowdy, there was a 
live band playing right beside us too. 
 
Next day was perfect for a cruise up the river in Brisbane, once 
we finally found our way to the boat.  It was a difficult place to 
find.  The Lone Pine Koala Sanctuary was next on the list and for 
once the Koala’s were quite lively.  The birds of prey 
demonstration was excellent as always.  We then headed up 
Mount Cootha to catch the views over the city which were quite 
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spectacular. Dinner back at the hotel again that night. 
Another lovely day but a little cooler than yesterday as we 
meandered through places like Murillumbah en route to the 
Numinbah Mountains where some of us ventured in to see the 
Natural Bridge, a truly awesome sight.  We had morning tea here 
before heading off again to Mount Tambourine which was next on 
the list. The views were great atop the mountain and the little 
village gave us a lot of opportunities to buy gifts to take home.   
We had lunch in Tambourine, very nice.  Dinner that night was at 
Jupiter’s Casino, quite a place.  Some even tried their luck on the 
pokies.   
 
Our last day arrived and wouldn’t you know it, it was fairly cool 
and cloudy and although it rained heavily as we made our way 
through Brisbane to the Sunshine Coast, that was all the rain we 
got for the rest of the day.  We called into the world famous (in 
Australia) Ettamogah Pub and had morning tea, - no not in the 
pub. Then headed up to Eumundi where we were let loose at the 
also famous in Australia, Eumundi Markets for lunch.  We made 
our way back to Surfers via the coast road calling in to Noosa, 
Sunshine Beach,  Maloolaba and Marrochydore.  Time was 
running out for our group photo so we took it at the Maloolaba 
Marina.  It was a long day but a very scenic one and we dined 
once again at the hotel. 
 
Next morning we were up bright and early to catch our 9.20am 
flight home to Auckland.  We arrived early afternoon so it was 
nice to get home in daylight and settle in before nightfall. A 
fabulous trip with lots of lovely people, a lot of familiar friendly 
faces on this one too.  Thanks guys for a great trip, we look 
forward to seeing you again soon. 
 
Kind regards 
Ross & Susy 
 

PS: Thanks Diane for your contribution to the video, well done. Sorry it 
has taken me so long to get this posted on the net, had the weekend off! 
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