
 
 

 
HERVEY BAY 2008 

 
Heaven in Hervey Bay. And it was some of the 
time when the weather was kind to us.  It was 
unseasonable cool for the time of the year 
according to the locals but when it counted the 
weather was fine. 
 
The people at our accommodation resort were 
wonderful.  We got off to a shaky start by having 
our first meal delayed when we had been on the 
road for about 14 hours and didn’t need the hassle, 
but they sure made up for it for the rest of the 
week. 
 

The rum factory tour in Bundaberg was interesting but the best part was back at the Bundaberg 
bar where we were allowed to sample some of the rum.  Most of us slept on the way home after 
that…  Maryborough is a delightful place to visit too and we were led through town by a lovely 
local guide dressed in period costume, complete with pantaloons, which she cheekily flashed to 
the men as the bus was leaving. 
 
The glass bottom boat plan turned to custard with the weather but plan B proved to be even more 
popular than we expected.  We went out to a local Aboriginal farm settlement where they are 
growing tea trees mainly for the oil and making products such as soaps and creams from the tea 
tree oil.  They are doing a lot of activities encouraging young people to become involved in their 
endeavours.  One of the delights was the didgeree-doo.  We saw how it was made then we were 
treated to a wonderful demonstration.  The day ended with some traditional dancing and more 
didgeree-doo playing, much to the delight of the group.   Our guide Jo Jo was a most amusing 
and entertaining young man as he talked us through the Aboriginal culture, their eating habits and 
their food sources.  He had us in fits of laughter all 
afternoon. A real unexpected highlight. 
 
The other highlight of the trip for most of us would 
have to have been the whale watching.  What a thrill 
to be standing on the deck of the boat, engines 
stopped, as these amazing enormous creatures come 
swimming over to play around the boat. People often 
wonder if it is us studying them or them studying us 
with their huge eyes the size of dinner plates.   
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Fraser Island was also a treat with the roller coaster ride across the island in the big 4 wheel drive 
bus causing some amusement as we rolled and crashed our way through the forest.  What a magic 
place though.  We went for a long drive up the beach and saw the wreck of the ship Maheno.  
Unfortunately the tide was too high for anyone to take advantage of a trip over the area by air, the 
planes did not have enough beach space to take off and land.  We had a sumptuous lunch on the 
island before heading back to the mainland by ferry. 
 

We traveled homeward via Noosa and the Sunshine 
Coast in glorious sunshine so we were able to 
appreciate why so many people flock there to live a 
life of luxury. 

 
In all a great trip with wonderful people.  The average 
age of the 35 people on board was 75. Quite 
astounding really, they were certainly a fit and active 
group of people, they kept us on our toes.  Thanks 
everyone for a great week, we thoroughly enjoyed it. 
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