
 
 

HAWKES BAY HISTORIC HOMES TOUR 2009 
 

What a fun group we had on this trip, and didn’t we have a great 
time.  Music, singing, dancing, wine, chocolates, first class 
entertainment and good food, what more could we have asked for.  
And we even managed to squeeze in one or two historic homes 
along the way. 
 
We picked up several passengers en-route to Hamilton, met Fred 
in Tamahere with another group, picked a lady up in Cambridge 
and we were off.  First stop was our regular haunt in Mangakino 
for morning tea. A lovely balmy morning with plenty of 

sightseeing on the way through the Waikato gorgeous back-country. 
 
From here we made our way down the western side of Lake Taupo, down through the Desert Road and on 
to Waiouru for lunch.  By now the weather had turned cold and wet but we knew the Hawkes Bay would 
bring us better weather.  Just south of Waiouru we headed inland 
and wound our way up and over the Gentle Annie’s (Inland 
Patea route) to Napier.  What a fabulous drive it is through there.  
Most of the road is sealed now and the new roading is main 
highway standard.  
 
We finally arrived in sunny Napier and checked into the 
Tennyson Motor Inn, our home for the next four nights.  Peter 
and Carolyn, our hosts, looked after us very well and made our 
stay with them most enjoyable.  We dined with them on two 
occasions and they treated us to ‘high tea’ with four lovely lady  
singers one afternoon which was a real treat. 
 
The Napier Museum was next on the agenda where we saw a movie depicting real life accounts of 
people’s experiences in the 1931 earthquake.  We even had our own survivor on board who was able to 
recall what it had been like for him as a 7 year old living in Hastings at the time. 

 
First stop on the second day we called in to the new Napier 
Aquarium, this place has magnificent displays of fish and sea 
creatures and even a walk-through aquarium much like Kelly 
Tarlton’s aquarium in Auckland.  We visited the Mission House 
Winery after lunch and after the mandatory wine tasting and a 
group photo we boarded the bus and sang all the way home. 
 
We visited the Art Deco Shop, saw a movie about the styles of 
buildings and the rebuilding of Napier, again most interesting.  
This was followed by a tour around the town checking out the 

historic buildings in the central area. 
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Cape Kidnappers was amazing.  The Gannett colony was so close 
that you could touch the birds, not that anyone did, but they didn’t 
seem to mind our presence at all.  The chicks feathers were still 
grey with a mottled white pattern but their fluffy down had gone.  
It was wonderful to be able to sit and watch them for a while.  The 
drive to and from the colony over rolling farmland was 
breathtaking.  It was a bit windy but it was fine so the views were 
just fabulous. 
 
The historic homes tour with John Vickers was great, we visited 

four fabulous homes and had lunch at one of them.  That evening we dined for a second time at the 
Napier RSA where they serve up great meals and on this 
particular night we were able to engage Jim Joll from Auckland 
to entertain for us.  He was on tour with Debbie Dorday and had 
finished a show in the afternoon at another veue but kindly 
agreed to sing for us after dinner.  It was a great night.  
 
On our last day before we headed up over the Napier – Taupo 
highway for home, we called in to the Old English Car Museum.  

What an incredible 
collection Ian has, about 
300 old English cars in all.  You name it, if it’s English he 
probably has it.   Last stop out of town was the chocolate shop 
where we ate chocolates with our cup of tea, very nice. 
 
Taupo was nice and sunny for our lunch stop and then we were 
homeward bound.  We seemed to cram quite a bit into the five 
days and we certainly had a lot of fun doing it, what a great group, 
many thanks everyone for a great trip. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regards, Ross & Susy



 

  
1. Gannet 2. Gannet 3. Mother and baby  

 
4. Flying Gannet 5. Flying Gannet 6. Chambers house 

  
7. Chambers house 8. Chambers donkey 9. Chambers guard dog 

10. Hawkes Bay from lookout 11. Hawkes Bay from lookout 12. Hawkes Bay Lookout 

13. Mission House Winery 14. Lowry House 15. Lowry House 



16. Russell House 17. Russell House 18. Russell House 

19. Aquarium – shark 20. Aquarium - stingray 21. Aquarium entertainment 

22.Aquarium – Turtle 23. Aquarium  24. Aquarium - shark 

25. Cape Kidnappers 26. Cape Kidnappers 27. Cape Kidnappers 
 


