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JEWELS OF NEW SOUTH WALES TOUR 2009 e

We flew into Coolangatta and stayed a night at MednWaters on the beautiful Gold Coast. That gaZ\jZe
us a chance to look around Surfer's Paradise tkiedag before making our way down to Coffs A
Harbour. v

e

It was a blessing in disguise that we were forecechiange the departure date for this trip otherwise -
would have ended up knee deep in the terrible flapthey suffered in Queensland and New South -
Wales a week or two earlier. The widespread detstmuwas plain to see as we traveled down the ¢
coast. It rained the first day and it was cold ity on the last day but for most of the resthaf trip
we enjoyed warm sunny days while many of the folksk home were blanketed in early snow. w

We meandered down the coast calling in to picturedmpauty spots
like Byron Bay and Ballina along the way. Graftwas where we
first noticed signs of flood damage. The peoplespeke to seemed
fairly philosophical about it all, it was about ttierd time they had
experienced floods in as many months. The higldsvthrough the
area also caused a lot of tree damage.

We settled into our accommodation at Coffs Harbwluere we were ji
a couple of blocks block or so away from the watéiis is mainly i
due to the fact that Coff's Harbour does not tatkeaatage of its shoreline Ilke most other coastas
do. The foreshore is lined with trees and vegetatith the buildings in behind it with no view, threy S
are built back up in the hills where they get aafissea view. ¥
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The next morning we had a tour around the town wilbcal guide before visiting Carobana il
Confectionary where we learnt all about carob andesinteresting facts about the plant that not man\(
people would know and we certainly enjoyed sampiimgvariety of carob coated delicacies on offer. A
free afternoon to explore the shops completed dye d Je
Yr

The following day we headed into the hinterlandtorigo and ++

- the Bellinger Valley. Fabulous scenery up in this and down ¢
through the valleys and plateaus. We came crasssaextra-

\_

ordinary ‘vision’ in Dorrigo. We say ‘vision’ beoae we were

\_

W

not sure if we were actually seeing what we thowghtvere 2
T seeing. We were doubling back up a road we hadraeeled
i down and saw rail carriages and old steam englmrm fust one ..
or two but literally
HUNDREDS of them. [
It appears someone hase
spent many millions of dollars collecting thesertsaand =
carriages with the intention of setting up a musedisome
stage. We did lunch at the Dorrigo National Park.
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On Sunday morning some of us opted to take a bipadut to
see the whales. We did see some humpbacks buivéreynot == i
interested in coming over to the boat so we justtbebe ) .
thankful for the odd sighting now and again as tb&ye to the surface for air. e
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B The Sea Circus Show was a real treat. The dolgierfermed

magnificently for the large crowd who thoroughlypagciated the show.
They appeared to be having a great time in the @odiwere certainly Ve
extremely well trained. The seals were also déiiglas they charmed the
audience with their cheeky antics. Another chagiitace we visited was *©
the clog barn along with its miniature village desp We were shown how *
the clogs were made and were able to try some gettan idea of what
+ they were like to wear. "
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i T Leaving Coffs Harbour and heading south we hadr@lyocruise on the >
Macleay River the next day complete with Devonsteseserved on board. This brought us back to +r
South West Rocks where we were spoilt with anyall could eat’ ¥
buffet lunch at the grand South West Rocks CouGittyp. Despite
having filled ourselves up with scones we were &bldo justice to
the mouthwatering buffet tables. We continued ke ta the sights
around the environs of South West Rocks which ohetlithe
remarkable ruins of the Trial Bay Gaol which haérbe
painstakingly built by the convicts. Another nd&afeature was the
South West Rocks Lighthouse which offered fabuldasg/s of the
surrounding beaches.

We continued meandering down the coast until weectmthe delightful
city of Port Macquarrie. It struck us that it leaka lot like ‘home’
which is possibly why a lot of Kiwi’s live thereRort Macquarrie is
right on the ocean and rivers edge giving risatmfous :
accommodation options by the water. It has arrésteng history and /-
seemed like a friendly and fun place to live. Eneere plenty of Y
interesting shops in the town centre which kepteofrus amused on  *
our leisure day while others walked round the taaking in the N
plcturesque S|ghts We spent some time on an abjeyand enlightening tour of the area with ougver,
informative local tour guide. Later we paid a visithe Port Macquarrie Koala Hospital, an ’
enlightening experience.
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Timbertown in Wauchope and the Cathie and Bonnigigiiovided us with a wonderful tour down
roads less traveled through farm land and foresdsug over hills and down through valleys, a gozat
out. We had another lunch provided for us at tagdTavern which again was followed by a
scrumptious meal cooked for us by a very nice Kiaef at the restaurant attached to our
accommodation.
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Then sadly it was all over, it was ;
time to drive down to Sydney to g
catch out late night flight home, g
but we did do a lot of meandering g
along the way to fill in the day. A S
great trip everyone, many thanks N
for your company. ;
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Kind regards, Ross & Susy
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1. Bullocks — Timbertown

2. Bullocks - Timbertown

3. Bullocks - Coffs Harbour

4. Coffs Harbour

5. Coffs Harbour Jetty

6. Coffglbtaur and Jetty

7. Dangar Falls - Dorrigo

8. Old train collectioborrigo

9. Old train collection - Dorrigo

9. Byron Bay Lighthouse

10. Byron Bay

11. Byron Bay

12. Emu — Sea Circus

13. Feeding penguins — Sea<Ci

14. Penguin — Sea Circus
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17. Porpoise show — Sea Circus

20. Kookaburra Botanical Gardens

23. Seal — Sea Circus

26. Botanical Gardens ffsGtarbour

29. Kangaroo — South Wesk®Rpark |7~

16. Porpoise sheea-Circus

19. Porpoise show — Sea Circus

22. Seal performanea-€8cus

25. Botan@aldens — Coffs Harbou

28. Kangardouth West Rocks par

15. Porpoise show — Sea Circus

18. Porpoise show — Sea Circus

21. Seal show — Sea Circus

24. Botanical Gardens — Coffs Harbour

27. Kangaroo — South West Rocks park
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- | 80. Koala Hospital — Port Macquarrie 31. Koala H@dp- Port Macquarrie 32. Koala Hospital — Portddaarrie f}

?i 33. Koala Hospital — Port Macquarrie 34. Koala Htadp- Port Macquarrie 35. Koala Hospital — Portdgaarrie :
?i 36. Trial Bay Gaol 37. Trial Bay Gaol 38. Beetl@ral Bay :
; 39. Whales — Coffs Harbour 40. Whales — Coffs Harbo 41. Shags & Pelicans MacLeay River ﬁ

; 42 Pelican — MacLeay River 43. Pelican — MacLeayeRi 44. Pelican — MacLeay River gi




pAg
e
e

e

45. Schaeffer House Museum - Grafton  46. Schakgfideise Museum - Graftonn  47. Schaeffer House Muse@Gmafton
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48. Schaeffer House Rose - Grafton 49. RosellasrtNPacquarrie 50. Memorial to Pianist - Bellinger | ..
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51. Dutch Village — Coffs Harbour 52. Dutch VillageCoffs Harbour 53. Clog Barn — Clog maker
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54. Warbler - Dorrigo National Park 55. Carob cdateneycomb — Coffs 56. Timbertown - Wauchope
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57. South West Rocks Coast 58. South West Rockthbigise Resid}  59. South West Rocks Lighthouse |
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