
 
 

KAPITI ISLAND AND SOUTH COAST TOUR 2008 
 
Well, there was good news and bad news on this trip.  The good news is we had a great time with a fun group 
of people. The bad news is that weather conditions prevented us from getting over to Kapiti Island.  A great 
disappointment as this is a major highlight of the trip.  It is only the second time in 12 years that we have not 
been able to get across to the island so I guess we can’t complain.   
 

We had 29 people on board including a lot of lovely familiar faces.  
We set off with every intention of meeting the Rotorua shuttle at our 
Mangakino morning tea stop but the road was closed so we had to 
detour through Putaruru and Tokoroa.  It was nice to see a little bit of 
new countryside and we stopped in Tokoroa for morning tea.  It was 
blowing a gale and bitterly cold so it was a quick cuppa and back on 
the bus.  We picked up our Rotorua people in Whakamaru and carried 
on our intended route around the western side of lake Taupo, catching 
glimpses of it from the hills.   

The three mountains displayed their lower slopes for us, most of 
which were still covered in snow.  We lunched in Waiouru which as 
usual was cool and breezy. It was a nice day in  Paraparaumu.  We 
got settled in then headed off to Cookies for a delicious meal.   
 
The next day we were supposed to be off to the Island so we had to 
cut to plan B.  There were a lot of options to choose from but in 

order to give everyone a ‘feel’ for 
the island we opted to visit the 
Karori Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Wellington then finished the day at Te Papa.  Earlier in the day we spent 
some time at the renowned Southward Car Museum. 
 
Some other good news is that the day we visited Cape Palliser, at the 
bottom of the North Island, it was a real pearler.  Clear blue skies and a 
bright blue ocean.  The local golf club put on a delectable lunch at the Cape 
which went down very well.  Then it was off to see the lighthouse.  There 

are 251 steps up to the lighthouse and would you believe a record 14 passengers climbed the steps all the way 
to the top.  A remarkable achievement considering the oldest among them was an 86 year old lady and a77 
year old man who had had a by-pass operation.  Very humbling to us younger ones who struggled our way up 
behind them.   
 
The paua factory was a real hit, especially so close to Christmas, it was great to get some Christmas shopping 
out of the way.  Our overnight stop at the Copthorne in Masterton was sheer luxury and very much 
appreciated.  The meals were also very good. 
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What a good thing we weren’t traveling up the main trunk line today as 
someone had spilled oil all over the road from Waiouru to Sanson.  Instead 
we were able to follow our usual route up through some very interesting 
off-the-beaten-track country to our last overnight stop in Palmerston North.  
On our way there we came across several flocks of ewes and lambs which 
created some entertainment.  The Fantasy Cave was a surprise treat for 
everyone.  It is created and dreamt up by adults and it certainly brings out 
the kid in all of us.  The work that goes into their exhibits is really quite 

remarkable and there’s always something new every time we go 
there. 
 
The last day saw us traversing up through the fabulous Rangitikei 
and Mangaweka sheep country.  A magnificent drive despite the 
rain.  We found a sheltered spot under the wing of the cookie bear 
DC3 at Mangaweka to have our morning tea and as the weather was 
so awful we headed for Taupo for a late lunch.  This was a good call 
as the weather was fine there and we were able to do a little more 
shopping.  We met up with our Rotorua shuttle there and said 
goodbye to our Rotorua couple before heading up the main drag for 
Hamilton and home.  A great bunch of happy people, thank you for another great trip. 
 
Regards, Ross & Susy 
 

  



   
1. Morning Tea, Mangaweka 2. Kaka, Karori Wildlife Sanctuary 3. Ngaruahoe 

   
4. Sheep, Rangitikei 5. Bulldozers, Ngawhi 6. Windmill, Foxton 

   
7. Windmill farm, Palmerston North 8. Southward Car Museum, Paraparaumu 9. Southward Car Museum  

   
10. Lighthouse climbers 11. Lighthouse steps 12. Lighthouse, Cape Palliser 

  
 

13. View from Cape Palliser lighthouse 14. Paua Factory, Carterton 15. Porongahau Beach 
 


