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SCOTTSDALE TOURS

Well, there was good news and bad news on this Trie good news is we had a great time with egfeop
of people. The bad news is that weather condijwagented us from getting over to Kapiti Island great
disappointment as this is a major highlight of tityg. It is only the second time in 12 years tivathave not
been able to get across to the island so | guegamiecomplain.

We had 29 people on board including a lot of lovfalyiliar faces.
We set off with every intention of meeting the Raebshuttle at our
Mangakino morning tea stop but the road was clesede had to
detour through Putaruru and Tokoroa. It was rocsee a little bit of ~ *r
new countryside and we stopped in Tokoroa for rmymea. It was W
blowing a gale and bitterly cold so it was a quicipa and back on w
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the bus. We picked up our Rotorua people in Whakarand carried i\:

on our intended route around the western sidekef Taupo, catching ;;

glimpses of it from the hills. A

::: The three mountains displayed their lower slopesi$p most of :::
2. which were still covered in snow. We lunched inivVau which as o
/- usual was cool and breezy. It was a nice day irafg@aaumu. We 2
¢ got settled in then headed off to Cookies for écarls meal. e
Ye Ye
“r The next day we were supposed to be off to thedista we had to s
= cut to plan B. There were a lot of options to ddefrom but in =t W
order to give everyone a ‘feel’ for |§ w

the island we opted to visitthe 9 Il

Karori Wildlife Sanctuary in ' = i\:

Wellington then finished the day at Te Papa. Eaifi the day we spent ;

some time at the renowned Southward Car Museum. Jo

Ye

Some other good news is that the day we visitece@agliser, at the Le

bottom of the North Island, it was a real pearl€tear blue skies and a Ve

bright blue ocean. The local golf club put on Ede&ble lunch at the Cape
- which went down very well. Then it was off to gke lighthouse. There s
“ are 251 steps up to the lighthouse and would ytiaveea record 14 passengers climbed the stepiseallay
" to the top. A remarkable achievement considetiregoldest among them was an 86 year old lady and a7 **

?i year old man who had had a by-pass operation. Mambling to us younger ones who struggled our way i\:
" behind them. -
ve ve

¢ ¢
:;; The paua factory was a real hit, especially soectosChristmas, it was great to get some Chrisghapping ;
<= out of the way. Our overnight stop at the CopteamMasterton was sheer luxury and very much I
7r appreciated. The meals were also very good. Y¢
Il e
Il e
w e
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What a good thing we weren’t traveling up the ntaimk line today as
someone had spilled oil all over the road from Waicto Sanson. Instead
we were able to follow our usual route up througims very interesting
off-the-beaten-track country to our last overnigiop in Palmerston North.
On our way there we came across several flocksves @nd lambs which
created some entertainment. The Fantasy Cave sap@se treat for
everyone. Itis created and dreamt up by adulistasertainly brings out
the kid in all of us. The work that goes into thexhibits is really quite

remarkable and there’s always something new ewas/ e go
there.

The last day saw us traversing up through the @alsuRangitikei
and Mangaweka sheep country. A magnificent drespde the
rain. We found a sheltered spot under the winthefcookie bear
DC3 at Mangaweka to have our morning tea and awéagher was
so awful we headed for Taupo for a late lunch.sTWms a good call
as the weather was fine there and we were able &olittle more
shopping. We met up with our Rotorua shuttle ttzere said
goodbye to our Rotorua couple before heading uprthie drag for

Regards, Ross & Susy

| Taumatawhakatangiﬁangakoauauotamateaturipukakapikimaungahdronukupokaieuaitanatahu
) -1 .l :

Hamilton and home. A great bunch of happy pedpkmnk you for another great trip.
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