
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KAPITI ISLAND AND PACIFIC COAST TOUR 2009 
 

Written by Diane Clancy. 
 

Thursday 5 November.  A damp start to our trip, but by the time we were having our morning 
cuppa by the lake at Mangakino, the sun was shining.  Travelled through to Turangi for lunch 
and then down to Waiouru, Taihape, Levin and arrived in good time at our accommodation at 
Paraparaumu Beach.  Lovely dinner at Cookies! 
  
The next morning we were on our boat for the short crossing to Kapiti Island.  We were so lucky 
with the weather, as the trip had been cancelled the day before because of rough seas.  A 
ranger gave us a talk about the island, the bird life and vegetation, then we were free to wander 
around the paths and observe the bird life, or simply sit in the sun and let the birds come to us.  
A quick trip back to the mainland and the tractor pulled our boat out of the water.  Kapiti is a real 
little gem, and we were pleased to have the chance to visit it. 
  
After lunch we went to the Nga Manu Nature Reserve at Waikanae.  A ranger gave us a talk, 
then we wandered around at our leisure and saw the eels being fed.  We were lucky enough to 
see the kiwis eating in the Nocturnal House. 
  
Next it was the Southward Car Museum - what an amazing place.  We could have spent hours 
here, spotting old vehicles that our families used to own.  A short stop at the Lindale Tourist 
Centre, then back to our motel and another delicious meal at Cookies. 
  
 Saturday was our Wellington day.  Firstly to the top of Mt Victoria to admire the views, helped 
by the brilliant weather.  We had a guided tour through Parliament House and found this very 
interesting, and now know where so much of our money is spent!  Sadly we missed our ride on 
the Cable Car after lunch as it was closed for maintenance, but in no time Ross had whisked us 
in the bus to the Rose Gardens, so we had a stroll around there.  Next stop was Te Papa - so 
much to see but we picked the exhibits that interested us the most.  We had a drive around the 
bays, so feel we know Wellington so much better now.  Then we were dropped at the water-
front and took a ferry to Days Bay (Ross had told us we 
were going overseas for dinner) and were collected by bus 
and taken to Petone to Valentines for dinner, then back to 
Paraparaumu for the night. 
  
On Sunday we were off over the Rimutaka Range to 
Featherston to the Fell Engine Museum.  What a 
fascinating place.  We saw the railway memorabilia and a 
video about the Fell steam engines, and saw an engine 
working.  Went past Lake Wairarapa and had lunch by the 
sea near the Ngawihi bulldozer settlement, then on to 
Cape Palliser.  An awesome sight to see the lighthouse towering above, and quite a few of our 
group climbed the 251 steps to the top. We were also lucky enough to see lots of seals.  From 
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there past Lake Ferry and on to Carterton and to Paua World and finished our day at the 
luxurious Copthorne Solway Park Hotel at Masterton. 
  
Monday morning saw us heading off in the drizzle, and we had morning tea under a shop 
awning at Pongaroa,  past the place with the longest name in the world (which I won't attempt to 
type here) and lunch at Waipukurau, where the rain finally cleared.  Had a look in the Norswear 
factory shop as we went past, then to Dannevirke to Fantasy Cove -  what a magical treat that 
was. 
  
Our last visit of the day was to the Te Apiti wind farm at Woodville.  This has to be seen to be 
appreciated properly.   When you are standing directly under one of the windmills, the sheer 

size is amazing.  The towers are 70 metres high and each of 
the 3 blades are 35 metres long.  They make a constant 
whoosh sound, which is not loud or annoying,  and are 
computer controlled.   Certainly the way to go for our future 
energy needs - clean and green, and we have plenty of wind 
to power them. Then through the picturesque Manawatu 
Gorge to the Kingsgate Hotel in Palmerston North for the 
night. 
  
Tuesday was our last day (how quickly our trip went) and off 

through Feilding and Peep'O'Day with views of Mt Ruapehu, through the Mangaweka Gorge 
and Taihape.  Lunch at Waiouru and along the Desert Road with the most magnificent views of 
the mountains, probably the best ever, with a clear blue cloudless sky and the sun sparkling on 
the snow.  We stopped briefly for our group photo, then a short break in Taupo and back to 
Hamilton for the end of the trip. 
  
Thank you Ross for looking after us so well, on your own.   Susy was at a conference in 
Japan, so we missed your company Susy.   We had a great group of people on board and lots 
of friendly familiar faces. 
  
 
 


