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MAGIC MOUNTAIN FOR CHRISTMAS 2009
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Well, we promised you a Magic Mountain and thatlsatwe got, <
along with fabulous weather, a wonderful bus lo&ftiends, fine *¢

bXd

food and a great time. o
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We got rained on when we stopped at Paeroa toypiddome

passengers there but apart from some mist aroend/tikato the ;
rest of the trip was done in fine weather affordsogne pretty Je
good scenery along the way. We stopped at Tokoraaorning +-
tea, had a quick run up the hill to the lookouintkentinued on to '+
Taupo for lunch in the sun. We were going to stbffokaanu for =
a swim but gave that away when only half a dozepigewere going to swim so we headed for the  *°
stunning Chateau and had a look around there anigeaup to the ‘Top ‘0’ the Bruce’ to take inthe '
panorama views from up there. "

P

2

We did a quick cruise around Ohakune before sgtifito The Peaks, our home away from home for tllm
next four nights. We dined across the Road aOihakune Club g

that night where a sumptuous roast meal was waidings. Y

2

F

Yy
i

i

i

i

i

i

i

i

i

i

i

i

i

i

i

i

i

i

i

i

i

i

i

i

i

“* Friday (Christmas Eve) we made our way down thitits "
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Pipiriki Road to the Whanganui River and had mogrtea at "
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delightful Pipiriki. We then completed the cirdat to the main "

2

road and headed to Wanganui for lunch followed byugse up A

P

the river in the replica steam boat the Waimak@me again Y

P

and just time for a quick freshen up before dinmgne style at Yr
the Alpine Restaurant. L
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Christmas mornlng we had breakfast and made o@saslyme salad filled rolls for a picnic lunch down

at Ruatiti Dom A magic I|ttle hideaway andaadurite camping spot for the locals. As the indam j_
! @ Out West Town was at the end of the road we dedidleénture

down and take a look, 18kms of gravel road buthehscenery .
and landscape. We didn’t get to see much of thva tthey do not -
like visitors, but we enjoyed the trip anyway. WaIChristmas -
Dinner at the Raetihi Cossy Club who opened thedrsl just for '+

us for the night. We were originally going to beidg at the w

A

Ohakune Club each night but sadly their kittchembdown just a **

7»(

few weeks before the tour so in typical friendlyadinbown style,
the Raetihi folk stepped in to help. X

2

Boxing Day we took the back road to Taihape, orgzerathe scenery was just gorgeous and surprlseeL
most of us. There is so much more to this couthiay most people will ever know. We had mornirgy to-
in Taihape then made our way back up the main @rélge Waiouru War Museum for a look around,

very well done indeed. We had lunch in Waiouruntheaded back to Ohakune taking in the Tangiwaif
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. Memorial and the Karioi Lakes along the way. Uhioately we S
2+ had a couple of mis-haps on the steep, gravel nglikack S
v+ which has landed one of our travelers in hospitti & broken Y
= ankle and left two others with minor cuts and kngs Ye

* We dined that night at the Raetihi Cossy Club aganother
great meal. We certainly ate well on this trip.dige&sunday ‘
o arrived and it was time to venture home, but néoteewe had i
2. another couple of adventures. Susy’s brother @ak us for a S
v+ guided tour up the Turoa side of the mountain whwels a first e
7+ for most of us and certainly quite an eye opeiMge came down and had our last morning tea togalh(:“*
W the foot of the mountain and a lovely walk throagé bush. We ¢
just had to have photos of the iconic Kune Caroolve made a  **
quick trip to the carrot then came back to the QinakRailway — °*
Station for a fabulous lunch before boarding the@nder Train
A to Taumarunui. What a great ride that was, the tsavery n
A comfortable and the scenery was wonderful, theabjsiquite a
v magnificent feat of engineering. Once aboard thewe made -
PAS our way back to Hamilton via Te Kuiti and Te Awamumeeting +
up with our Rotorua van along the way. W

In all a fabulous trip, one of the best. A lottioét is probably due **
to the fact that most of the travelers are wellindo us if not to each other and we only had tinee
. travelers on board who have already decided teknaith us again, so welcome to the family. We look
.. forward to seeing you all again next Christmasoif Imefore. S

“ Kindest regards, Ross and Susy Y
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Huka Falls

Huka Falls 2

View from Watuhi Saddle

Chateau

Chateau 2

Top ‘O’ the Bruce

Chateau interior

Chateau interior 2

Chateau int&io

Jerusalem Church

Jerusalem Lodge

Jerusalem Gardens

Pipiriki for morning tea

Andy Anderson’s House

Frikii Road
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Wanganui River Valley

Whanganui River Valley 2

Kary Lake

Tangiwai Memorial

Tangiwai Memorial 2

Buildingsexnd of Ruatiti Road?
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Ruatiti Domain

Ruatiti Domain Road

Ruatiti Domaixite

Turoa

Turoa

View from Turoa

Ohakune Station

Waiting for the train

Aboard theeflander
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Mangawhero River Mangawhero River 2 Mangawhero Ridve *
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Bush walking, Mangawhero Magic Mountain views pAg

PAe

phe

PAe

phe

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

e Pig
e Pig
e Pig
e Pig
e Pig
e Pig
e Pig
e Pig
e Pig
e Pig
g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

e

Magic Mountain views e
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Magic Mountain views x
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