
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MOUNTAINS TO THE MURRAY 2010 
 

We started out at a leisurely pace and headed for the airport for a late 
afternoon flight getting us into Sydney in the early evening.  Our first 
day in Sydney was a sightseeing one followed by a sumptuous dinner 
on a cruise boat in the harbour. The sights by day and by night were 
quite spectacular. 
 
The next day it was off to Canberra.  The Ozzie folk we spoke to 
wondered why on earth we wanted to go to Canberra, but we loved it. 

I guess it is a bit like us wondering why people would want to visit 
Auckland or Wellington on their holiday.  As it is the Capital state it 
was all about the Parliament buildings but they have set up this city so 
well with wide streets and with the main buildings all set out in such a 
way that they can be viewed from a variety of different locations.  For 
example, we arrived in Canberra a couple of days before Anzac Day 
and they were in the throes of preparing the War Memorial Museum 
for their celebrations. As you drive up the Anzac Memorial Avenue 
the Museum sits at the end of the road in all its glory.  Then when you 

stand at the top of the stairs facing back towards town you are greeted 
with the Avenue, then the old parliament buildings and above that the 
new parliament buildings as the picture shows.  Quite breathtaking really. 
We took the opportunity of getting a local guide on board who showed us 
all the important stuff there was to see. 
 
After two nights in Canberra we were off to Thredbo in the mountains.  
The temperature dropped notably and they were expecting snow in a few 
days time but we enjoyed the autumn scenery and lovely location for the 

night. We passed through many attractive small towns and villages on 
this trip all displaying beautiful trees and autumn colours.  What was 
most remarkable of all was the amount of green grass where before there 
had only been bare dirt.  There has been a fair amount of rain through 
the area in recent times, in some areas the first they have seen for 20 
years so everyone is very happy to see all the green grass.  
 

From Thredbo it was on to Echuca for 
the night via Mildurra and a visit to the 
remarkable flying boat museum, quite an eye-opener when you look 
behind the scenes.  We made our way north to catch up with the river boat 
in Renmark.  Renmark was warm and sunny and very hospitable.  We 
boarded the ‘Spirit of Australia’ river boat with Jock at the helm and 
began our four day tour up the Murray River.  We had splendid weather 
all the way and were royally looked after by Neil our host who provided 

us with tea and bikkies and our lunches.  The scenery along the route was varied and interesting, 
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especially going through the locks. We left the river and traversed 
through the outback to Broken Hill. Again we were impressed with 
the amount of green growth there was out there, very unusual and 
very scenic.   
 
Broken Hill is a serviceable, industrial town but friendly and 
interesting all the same.  We took on a local guide and his wife who 
were very entertaining and had lived in the are most of their lives so 
they were able to bring Broken Hill alive for us.  We ventured out to 

Silverton where the Mad Max movies, and many others, have been filmed over the years then followed 
this up with a visit at sundown to the Living Earth Sculptures just 
on the outskirts of town.  Now that was impressive.  The mine tour 
was also very interesting and informative. A free afternoon, a 
second night at the inn and we were off again, this time to Bourke.  
We stopped for lunch at Cobar which was a neat little town then 
finally found our way to the motel in Bourke.   
The guided tour the next day was another very entertaining one as 
the guide had lived in Bourke all his life and was passionate about 
the place.  Admittedly there was more to ‘Outback o Bourke’ than 
first meets the eye.  The it was on to Dubbo. We arrived in the dark 

to a very large motel so didn’t get to see very much until the next 
day. Yet another very interesting place with the most fantastic zoo.  
Our guide here was most informative and certainly knew the 
animals and their habits.  A most enjoyable few hours was spent 
here. We had a cuppa then made for Bathurst for our last night.  A 
lovely city in Autumn with all its gorgeous trees.  Of course no 
visit to Bathurst would be complete without the mandatory drive 
around Mount Panorama, the famous V8 racetrack which comes 
alive every year in October.   
 
Finally it was time to battle the Sydney traffic again and fight our 

way through to the airport for our late afternoon flight home.  Despite the computers being on a ‘go-slow’ 
we were able to get ourselves booked in with enough time to grab a bite to eat before we boarded the 
plane. As we were late getting in, most of us stayed overnight in Auckland before returning home at a 
leisurely time and pace the next morning. A wonderful trip with a lot of new experiences for us too. 
Thank you everyone for your wonderful company, you were a great group to travel with and we look 
forward to seeing you all again soon.      Kind regards, Ross & Susy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   
1. Blue Mountains lookout 2. Baby Giraffe, Dubbo Zoo 3. Australian Crest 

  
4. Blue Mountains 5. Blue Mountains 6. Blue Mountains 

  
7. Broken Hill Lookout 8. Broken Hill Visitors Centre 9. Broken Hill Railway Station 

  

10. Mildurra Homestead Bldg 11. Camping on Murray River 12. Canberra 

  

 

13. Sydney Cathedral 14. Clay cliffs, Murray River 15. Corrugated Cows NZ Embassy 

 

 

16. Darling River 17. Darling River 18. Darling River 



   
19. Living Desert Sculpture 20. Living Desert Sculpture 21. Living Desert Sculpture 

   
22.Living Desert Sculpture 23.Living Desert Sculpture 24.Living Desert Sculpture 

  
 

25.Desert Sunset 26.Locust plague 27.Man called Possum - statue 

   
28. Fort Courage homestead 29. Fort Courage house 30. Fort Courage homestead 

  
31. Fred Hollows memorial 32. Echuca 33. Tea at Khancpban 

  
34. Paddlesteamer Echuca 35. Paddlesteamer Mildurra 36. Paddlesteamer Echuca 



   
37. Lions Dubbo Zoo 38. Giraffes Dubbo Zoo 39. Lion Dubbo Zoo 

   
40. Siamang Dubbo Zoo 41. Siamang Dubbo Zoo 42. Siamang Dubbo Zoo 

   
43.Silverton Pub/Mad Max car 44. Silverton 45. Silverton 

   
46. Dinner at Fort Courage 47. Lunch at Yarrangabilly 48. Dinner - Capt. Cook Cruises 

   
49. Lock dog 50. Lock dog 51. Murray River lock 

   
52. Sydney Harbour 53. Sydney by night 54. Luna Park 



  
55. Miniature Village 56. Miniature Village 57. Miniature Village train 

   
58. Swans Dubbo Zoo 59. Sulphur Crested Cockatoo 60. Kite 

   
61. Ducks on Murray River 62. Statue at War Museum Canb. 63. Dog on Tucker Box Gundagai 

   
64. Old Dunny at Mildurra 65. Gold Panner at Broken Hill 66. Gallah 

   
67. Statues Institute of Sport 67. Institute of Sport Canberra 68. Institute of Sport Canberra 

   
69. Old Shed Murray River  70. Road out of Silverton 71. Spirit of Australia River boat 
 


