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SCOTTSDALE TOURS

OVER THE PASSES 2008 %

As our numbers were unusually small for this thstyear, for the first time for a long time we f
took our nice comfy 12 seater van and headed solitle. advantage of being in a small vehicle ?
was that we could go and have a look around m@eeplthan we could in the bus. 2
i\?

First stop Picton on a glorious day where we taokhie
sights of the Sounds.

L

- Y 3

v
A\

Then on down through Blenheim and Marlborough with
its miles and miles of grape vines. A stop at 8tad for

a cuppa and a

chance to take in

the majestic scenery

of both the Rotoiti

and Rotoroa Lakes.
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After lunch at Nelson Lakes it was on down throulh

Buller Gorge and on to Westport for our next stéy.this

point the weather started to turn rather cold alwbrgy
but this only added
to the eerie
fascination of the ghostly ruins of Denniston wayyin the
hills. It had been snowing in the hills and anmaigt hung
over the whole place adding credence to the oldesto
that have been written about the harsh life peeptured
in its early days. A trip out to the Punakaiki Pake
Rocks was another ‘not on the list’ trip we took e
spur of the moment.
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The Holcim Cement works were surprisingly intem@gtalong with the other sights we took in
around Westport. An overnight stop at Karamea theather night in Westport before we
headed on to Reefton for a great time with theltoc&hey have upgraded their museum and put
in a big new heating system, much needed on theadayisited. A visit to the Oceana Gold
Mine was another very interesting afternoon andecam eye opener for the uninitiated.
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Lewis Pass took us back to Christchurch for a lustop before heading to fabulous Akaroa. The
weather afforded us some wonderful views as we dgtader the hills but the next morning we

awoke to snow on the hills around us, not a commamt | can assure you. As we were in the
smaller vehicle we decided to take a tikky tourth hills behind Akaroa — both ways — as we
found the road was a no ext it one when we gohéotop. However, the views were stunning
and we were driving through snow at the very top.
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Back to Christchurch via the Banks Peninsular wité
weather once again being kind and slowing us te tak
more stunning scenery.

The troops were put on the Trans Alpine train wRless

headed off in the van to pick them up in Greymouith

Arthur’'s Pass only to find the road had been clahesl to

snow and ice. Fortunately after a few phone catid a

chat with the local authorities, the road was dektoebe

cleared and off he went. It was at this point tbat
lovely office lady, Dorothy, joined the tour andsyuvent home to enjoy a much needed week
off.

Shantytown was a great place to stop and wandandrbefore we headed on down to Hokitika,
back on the Westcoast again. A cold night speRbatGlacier and some more sightseeing then
it was on to the Haast jet for a spin along ther@mong the majestic mountains. Then back on
the van and up through the amazing Haast Passdmeb&ed by the stunning Lake Wanaka. Just
along the road we are wowed once again by Lake Haalso surrounded in majestic hills.

Wanaka was a picture and we settled in for thetnigh
the local hotel after a sumptuous dinner by a nggfire.

The next day it was up through the mighty Crown d¢an
and down the otherside of the mountain to gorgeous
Arrowtown. Queenstown was its usual mad self as we
drove through heading for Glenorchy and a touch of
‘Paradise’ where we sneaked up the road a bit durth
than usual, wading through 7 fords. It was lovelbe
able to see Lake Wakatipu all the way down and tatk
we got a real drenching in Paradise. Back to Quewms

for our overnight stop and dinner up the hill a thondola Restaurant.

Day 12 saw us heading through the Kawarau Gorgeudih the rapidly growing town of
Cromwell and up through the Lindis Pass where wpd for lunch at Omarama. The scenery
from here to Twizel and Lake Tekapo is really quiteathtaking on a good day, and fortunately
we were blessed with one of those days.

We stopped at Ashburton for the night then tooke Wetour and headed up to Mt Hutt skifield
to take advantage of the glorious day. There weevegttertained by the huge school holiday
crowd enjoying perfect spring skiing conditions.h&Y a fantastic view we got from the top, truly
breathtaking. Then we headed for Hanmer Springggrevsome of us braved it out with more
hoards of school children in the hot pools.

Finally, the last leg up the Kaikoura Coast headimghome. With snow on the Kaikoura

Ranges this has to be one of the prettiest drivélse south. A night in dear old Wellington then
home James, up the main highway this time as teenakive routes were rather dicey due to all
that heavy rain we had. Thanks everyone forteeraireat trip.

Ross & Susy
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2. Shakespeare Bay, Marlb Snds M&lborough Sounds
5. Lake Rotoiti, St Arnaud

Mt Ruapehu

4. Blenheim Gardens
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7. Lake Rotoroa 2

8. Cape Foulwind

9. Dennistomfu

10. Old Denniston Coal bin

11. Punakaiki PancakekRo

12. Blacks Point Museum

13. Billy Tea & Scones, Reefton

14. Bearded MinB=efton

15. Mine trucks, Reefton

16. Oceana Mine, Reefton

17. Digger, Oceana Mieeftan

18. Snowy Hills, Akaroa
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More pics available on request

19. New Brighton Pier
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