
 
 

PALMERSON NORTH FOR CHRISTMAS TOUR 2008 
 
We made our way down from Hamilton to Mangakino in 
fabulous weather and stopped in the sun by the lake for 
morning tea.  Turangi was our lunch stop and we were 
pleasantly surprised with what the shopping center had to 
offer by way of cafes and food outlets.  The drive down 
through the Desert Road was an absolute treat, the sky was 
so clear that we were able to see all three mountains in all 
their glory.  The scenery was breathtaking, we could see for 
miles in all directions.  We reached our destination, the 
Kingsgate Hotel in Palmerston North, by late afternoon. 

 
Palmerston North is not what you would call a holiday 
destination but it was an ideal spot to take some time out 
from the rush and bustle of the festive season and just relax 
and enjoy ourselves.  We visited all the sights of Palmerston 
North including the lovely botanical rose gardens and the 
Rugby Museum by day and the wonderful displays of 
Christmas house lights by night.   

 
We visited Gaye’s 
doll collection and 
Dave’s collection of die cast toys which were amazing. The 
wind farm was another eye opener for most of us too.  
 
Of course a visit to this area would not be complete without 
a visit to the magical world of the Dannevirke Fantasy 
Cave.  We had lunch in Dannevirke before we continued 
our tikki-tour of the area. 
 

We had our Christmas picnic lunch at the picturesque Totara Reserve north of Palmerston North.  
The countryside was lush and green and simply beautiful.  
There was so much more to the area than we realized, lovely 
farms and well established homes and gardens. 
 
We drove along Foxton beach and Himutangi beaches on a 
stunning blue sky day and had ice creams for afternoon tea, 
much to the delight of the Himutangi Beach Store owner. We 
called into Foxton itself and visited the Dutch Windmill.  Most 
of us gamely climbed the stairs to the top and learnt all about 
how the windmill was built and watched its working 
mechanisms in action.   
They plan to set up a thrill seeking experience in April by offering people the chance to be strapped 
to the huge sails of the windmill and sent off for a spin.  I don’t think any of us put our name down 
for that experience. 

 
 

SCOTTSDALE TOURS 
  

 

 



 
The weather for the trip home was great and afforded us 
wonderful views of the stunning scenery we passed through 
Feilding and headed east down the eastern side of the river 
running through the Mangaweka Gorge.  At the request of 
two of our golden travelers, we stopped at the Utiku 
Woolshed shop and had morning tea.  Lovely friendly 
people and a wonderful array of woolen clothing on offer.   
 
We stopped at Waiouru 
for lunch then on through 

to Taupo for another quick stop and then we were homeward 
bound.  A lovely entertaining and relaxing trip for all.  We look 
forward to seeing you again this Christmas when we head down 
to Ohakune for our Magic Mountain tour.  
 
Thanks everyone for a lovely Christmas. 
 

Ross & Susy 
 



Photos available on request for $1.00 each 

1. Bull in shed 2. Christmas Dinner 3. Deer Park 

   
4. Gayle’s Doll Collection 5. Gayle’s Doll House 6. Foxton Beach 

   
7. Himutangi Beach 8. Foxton Murals 9. View from Windmill, Foxton 

   
10. Windmill, Foxton 11. Windmill operations 12. Mucking In Shed, PN 

13. Totara Reserve 14. Mt Ruapehu 15. Rose Gardens, PN 
 



 
Botanical Rose Gardens, Palmerston North 
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