¥ PERUSING THE PACIFIC COAST TOUR 2008 ¥

We left Hamilton with 31 passengers on board aradied for
Clevedon where we stopped for morning tea. We thade our way
over to Kaiaua and meandered down through the 8hdreoast,

. calling in to the Miranda Shorebird Centre on theeywLunch was in
Thames before we cruised up along the Thames Cuato
Coromandel. The weather was absolutely perfeth e¥ear blue
skies and sparkling blue seas. We were even lankygh to spot
some dolphins playing in a bay and leaping ouhefwater, pure
magic.

Our ride on the Driving Creek Steam locomotive femilous, _——
awarding us magnificent views from high in thesltboking out
across the Coromandel. We spent a very comfortaple in
Coromandel Town before heading out the next morhiognd for
Fletcher’s Bay right at the tip of the Coromandehidsula. The
narrow winding road gave us all a bit of a thrilgain we struck
another pearler of a day so the views were justtapalar. We had
morning tea at Fletcher’s Bay before heading badkwn for lunch.

Next stop Whitianga. Another neat day taking ia skenic coastal = o LA
views along the way. We stayed in Managed Apartewathich gave us pIenty of space to move around
then we dined spendidly at The Carvery, a new lagsiim town and one which we are sure is destmed t
thrive if our meal was anything to go by.

' Some of us took the short ferry ride across toyHeanding while the
rest went with Ross in the bus. We then made ayrtiwough the
popular beach resorts of Hahei, Hot Water BeachGouks Beach
before arriving in Tairua for lunch. By now thendiwas starting to
get up a little but the weather was still holdinge had our next
overnight stop in Whangamata
and dined at the RSA. We had
an early start and a quick tikky
tour around Ross’s beloved

: & home town before heading for jusds
the Matakana Ferry Hone and his family treatetbuswonderful
adventure starting with morning tea then a ridessthe mud flats on
a wagon pulled along by 4 wonderful Clydesdalebis Was followed
by a sumptuous lunch and a drive around the idbefioke crossing
back on the ferry to Omokoroa and on down to Tiagaefor our next
overnight stop. We picked up another five passenigere for the rest of the trip.
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Ye
Day four dawned murky but the rain held off faivell until we :i
reached Hicks Bay. Tony took us on our annuabtiidkir around 2
Whakatane which is always fun. It poured down iakkiBay the Ye
next morning as we packed up ready to cruise thstaown to Ye
Gisborne. However, once we got to Tokomaru Baystirewas out ve

and the sea was blue and the skies were blugglprtus. And that's

pretty much how it stayed for the rest of the sgphow lucky we

were while the rest of the country was experiensimgh awful

weather. A special treat was afternoon tea in #aubful gardens of
Pat and Nick on their Wensleydale farm just ouGafborne.

As usual we had a great time with Trudy and thevatthe
Gisborne Hotel and enjoyed the sights that the laaelao offer.
Trudy gave up some of her valuable time to takerua tour of her
beloved city where she has spent most of her life.

Wairoa was our next overnight stop after callingarthe Mahia
Peninsula and paying a visit to Rose-Marie and RBgemner at
their magical alternative style gardens.

Oslers Bakery once again supplied us with yumnigditolls for

our picnic lunch on the way home which we enjoyadeowe had

made our way through the magnificent Urewera Raagesout onto the Galatea plains. A visit to Jetten
and Graeme Blackburn’s residence in Rotorua wapéhiect finish to a fantastic trip. JeannettecRbaurn,
world renowned artist, had her art on display ®taienjoy and purchase if we wished and we wese al
invited to enjoy Graeme’s lovely, manicured gardens

In all, another great trip with a lovely group afgple, thank you everyone.
Regards, Ross & Susy
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