PERUSING THE PACIFIC COAST TOUR 2009
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We started our journey from Hamilton and headethopugh Clevedon where we picked up another two

passengers for the first leg of our Pacific Coast.t

We then made our way over to Kaiaua and meandened d
through the Shorebird coast, calling in to the Mda Shorebird
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Centre on the way. Lunch was in Thames beforervwised up
along the Thames Coast road to Coromandel. Théheeaas
being kind to us which afforded us lovely viewsalpng the coast. -
road to Coromandel. Yr
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We enjoyed a ride on the Driving Creek Steam lodoreand e
once again we had lovely views from high in thésHidboking out **
e : &8 across the Coromandel. We spent a very comfortagh in
Coromandel Town before headlng out the next morhmgnd
for Fletcher’s Bay right at the tip of the CoromehBeninsula. ;.
The narrow winding road gave us all a bit of altiespecially
as there seemed to be an awful lot of traffic @rthad this
time. Again we struck another pearler of a dayhgoviews
were just spectacular. We had morning tea at liéets Bay
before heading back to town for lunch.

Next stop Whitianga. Another neat day taking ia sisenic
coastal views along the way. We stayed in Managed "5 Al Je
Apartments which gave us plenty of space to mowarat, e : o e

then had dinner at The Carvery. <
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We then made our way through the popular beachteegbHahei, Hot Water Beach and Cooks Beach'
before arriving in Tairua for lunch. We had ouxnevernight stop in Whangamata and dined at the **
Club. We had a look around Whangamata before hgagp over the hills to Waihi and a ride on the
Steam Train through the Karangahake Gorge. Weedwdsound Waihi Beach then headed to Katikati for
lunch. Unfortunately, by this time the weather Ipadked in and we were valiantly dodging the rdie. ;
took a look around the Mount then made our way bhaduretta Park and settled in for the next two -
nights. The next morning was a tour around Matakaland where we got stuck in the sand, but we /-
wont talk about that! We stopped overnight at BarPark
again and picked up four more passengers befodritea w
south down the east coast to Hicks Bay. The weathe il
awful, it was misty damp and misty. Locals comneenin the
rare phenomena of the mist saying that they hasn <
anything like it for 20 years. We still had an ergble journey ;
down though and managed to catch glimpses of thst@ong -
the way. The next morning at Hicks Bay the weatheared -
and the cruise down the East Coast Bays to Gishoene s
fabulous. Trudy treated us royally at the Gisbdtiogel as W
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only Trudy can do and we were privileged to beubwy first visitors to her local marae which wadyon .

opened by the Maori King the week before. We werated as /-
special guests and given a warm welcome and ajlonetning ¢

tea. We toured around Gisborne taking in a faictastjanic g

country garden in the city, we sampled some wireelatal W

winery, wandered through the Arboretum and ateshewt well ~— **

before leaving heading off to Wairoa. Anotherhtigf fine j::

dining here and a walk around town before bed aidre we 2

knew it our last day had dawned, and wouldn’'t yoow it — the .

weather was fabulous. We wended our way up ower th Ye

Urewera’s, called in to Lake Waikaremoana had lumthhe Yr

outskirts of Murupara and met Fred with the Hamilt@n in Rotorua. S
pAg

In all another fun trip with a great group of pemptho made a small group feel like a big group. N
You guys were greatmany thanks and kind regards, Ross & Susy. ;

1. Dragon Te Puna Quarry 2. Digger Te Puna Quarry 1. 'I'Dﬂirij}‘ger' Te Puna Quarry 2 TA
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4. Gisborne Arboretum 5. Delphiniums Arboretum 6dB- Kim’s Garden Gis.

7. Anglican Church Ruakokori 8. East Cape Lightlous 9. World’s biggest Pohutukawa

10. Falls in Urewera’s 11. Rere Falls 12. Reredall

13. Tokomaru Bay Jetty 14. Tologa Bay Jetty 150@alBay Jetty 2

16. Gisborne 17. Kaka Beak —Urewera’s 18. Lake Tuai
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19. Wine Tasting Bushmere 20. Tikitiki Church 23 paddki Museum *
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22. Te Poho O Hiraina Marae 23. First visitorshi® Marae 24. Te Poho O Hiraina Marae |+r
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25. Rongopai Marae 26. Trudy's Marae 27. Trudy'stlea “5
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28. Pohutukawa Flower 29. Pohutakawa Mahia Penin. 0. TRidy's Waterlily w
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31. Rongopai Marae Artwork 32. Rongopai Marae Artn® 33. Rongopai Marae Artwork 3 *
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