
 
 

RED CENTRE TOUR 2009 
 

Wow, what a trip and what a fantastic group of travelers, we had a ball.  The whole 
17 days went by in a blink of an eye. It seemed to be all over before it began.  It was 
raining when we got to Adelaide and rained again the next day when we pulled out 
heading north up the Stuart highway but mercifully the skies cleared once we left the 
city behind and headed to Glendambo for our next stop. 
 
Coober Pedy came as a complete surprise to most of 
us, not what we were expecting at all.  A strange 
and fascinating place.  For us ‘noodlers’ it would 

have to be put on the ‘must do’ list for anyone wanting to dig for Opals.  
A very interesting excursion underground to look at an old mine and see 
how the other people live who prefer to live below the surface.  
Surprisingly very nice accommodation above ground for us too.  

 
Next stop Ayers Rock.  What can I say, you really have to be there to 
appreciate the landscape in this area.  A flight over the ‘rock’ brings 
into perspective the surrounding terrain with Ayers Rock flanked on 
either side by Mt Connor and The Olgas which are also pretty 
spectacular in their own right.  Three of our intrepid travelers scaled 
Ayers Rock, not right to the top but a pretty good attempt at it.  Well 
done. 
We watched the sun go down on Ayers Rock while we sipped our 

bubbly and nibbled our nibbles then next morning we tumbled out of our nice warm beds before day 
break and went back to see the sun rise on Ayers Rock.  Why? You might ask, well once again you really 
had to be there and apparently it is the thing to do.  We were certainly not alone, there were bus loads and 
car loads of others doing the same thing.  I have to admit, we found the whole experience pretty amazing.   
 
Kings Canyon was the main event the next day and 10 of us took 
the golden opportunity of climbing 300 metres up the side of the 
Canyon to walk the 6kms around the rim.  The views were 
breathtaking and the rock formations were just awe inspiring. We 
spent a quiet and relaxing night at Kings Canyon Resort. 
 
The staff at our Alice Springs accommodation were very 
welcoming as we pulled up outside the motel the following day 

after we had traveled through some pretty remarkable outback country.  
We’d called into Standley Chasm where we changed a flat tyre and also 
visited Simpsons Gap for a walk through the mighty rock formations.  
Our 3 night stay at Elkira was not without its share of drama.  While 
most of us were at breakfast one morning, one of our travelers came 
rushing into reception saying there was smoke coming out of one of our 
units.  All hell broke loose then.  The fire department turned up, 
followed by an ambulance and the Police were not far behind directing 
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traffic and people away from the area.  Meanwhile all our people were huddled in the hotel foyer 
consoling one another as it was revealed that there was indeed a fire in one of their units, electrical fault 
as we later found out.   

Well, that pretty much took care of our free day as people 
recovered from the shock.  Fortunately a hole burnt in a nice new 
jersey was the only damage for our travelers, but sadly it was 
considerably worse for the moteliers.  Alice was where we first 
started to come into contact with the Aboriginal people and learn 
about their culture and to witness the sad sight of some of them 
caught between two cultures and just hanging around the streets 
with nothing to do. 
 
We did a day trip around 

the Alice Springs region ending the day with a meal in town 
followed by a show at the Starlight Theatre where we were highly 
entertained by Andrew Langford a very talented didgeridoo player.  
 
On the road again and heading for Tennant Creek we stopped to 
take photos of the Devil’s marbles an intriguing collection of huge 
round boulders which had to be seen to be believed.  The next stop 
was a real hoot, the UFO capital of Australia, Wycliffe Well.  
Everything about this place was to do with UFO’s, the walls of the 

café were lined with newspaper articles about UFO sightings, there 
was even an article with photos in a newspaper a few days after our 
visit.  The park like camping ground buildings are all creatively 
painted with aliens and space ships and animals and farm scenes, it 
was amazing. Apparently the explanation of the attraction of UFO’s 
to this area is the fact that Wycliffe Well is situated on magnetic 
grid lines. 
 
Once Tennant Creek was 
ticked off the list we 
headed for a two night stay 

in Katherine, another attractive camping ground complete with 
cabins and very comfortable motel units, friendly staff and good 
food.  What more could you ask for.  Katherine was an 
interesting little place, pretty gardens and lots of trees, something 
unusual in Central Australia and very refreshing after several 
days traveling through the desert.  A morning on the river 
cruising through the gorges, seeing the rock formations from the water and walking through the rocks and 
a visit to Edith Falls for a swim was fabulous.  

 
We travelled for two days through Kakadu National Park, stopping 
overnight at Cooinda Resort, what a magic place.  The National 
Park is not what you’d expect really, quite sparse but stunning in 
its own uniqueness.  We 
called into the Bowali 
Visitor Centre which has 
a great display of all the 
flora and fauna living in 
the National Park area, so 
much more than you 

would expect to be living way out there in the middle of the 
desert. The highlight of the Kakadu’s would have to be the 



Yellow Waters cruise up the river.  We saw birdlife and wildlife in 
abundance, right up close.  The photo opportunities were to die 
for.  And to top that off, we sat on the water and watched the sun 
go down on the most magnificent landscape, truly remarkable.  
 
Before we reached Darwin we called into the Crocodile Centre 
and took another cruise, this time on the Adelaide River where we 
were treated to the most marvelous displays of wild crocodile 
jumping.  These ‘wild’ creatures were fed over the side of the boat 
right beside us and we were able to watch them right up close as 

they raised themselves up out of the water to catch the bait.  We were enthralled at the sight and also 
comfortable with the knowledge that we were safely behind secure windows.  A truly remarkable sight.   
 
We spent our last 2 days in Darwin lounging in luxury at the Sky 
City Casino Resort, what a way to finish a tour.  We took off for 
one day to visit the Wangi Falls, again offering the swimmers a 
magnificent pool below the waterfalls to take another dip.  The 
magnetic termite mounds were another attraction, they looked like 
rows and rows of silver grey headstones lined up in a field all 
following magnetic due north-south.  We did a half day trip around 
town and spent some time exploring the Territory Wildlife Park, a 
very well run place with some outstanding exhibits and features. 
 
The rest of the time we lazed around the pool looking over the 
beach or played in the casino or enjoyed the luxury of our rooms. 
 
A wonderful trip, thank you everyone for making it so enjoyable for us, we thoroughly enjoyed your 
company. 
 
Kind regards, Ross & Susy 
 


