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Well that was fun. We basically took 17 lovely pkopn holiday with '+
us to a tropical paradise. Eight days of sun, sarid and good food
along with some immersion into the lifestyle, higtand culture of the **
people who live on Rarotonga.
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We left Auckland on a clear blue sunny day andradihome on clear .

blue sunny day which was remarkably lucky considgthat the 2
weather in NZ had been pretty darned awful the wiiohe we were ¢
away. We landed in Rarotonga in the middle ofrtight in the midst 7+
of a tropical rain storm. It was a rough landing Wwe got down and survived so that is a good thing. **
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The first day was a little wet and windy but foetrest of the week it was mostly sunny days wittht &f
a breeze now and again.
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Out of the 8 days on the island we spent only threerganized excursions:;
The first excursion was a bus trip with ‘Awesomeo@g’ and we circled

the island and visited the Highland Retreat faghtllunch, a look around
the grounds and the marae and a demonstratior avahderful attributes
of the coconut tree.
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The second excursion was a trip out on Captain Tahagoon Cruise. 7«
For those who went snorkeling it was a fabulouseeiepce, for the rest
of us we just gazed at the fishy goings on thraighglass bottom boat*{
We ended up on an island for a BBQ lunch and anatmonstration Z{
on how to get milk out of a coconut. Added inte thn was an N

. . . e
entertalnlng demonstration on how to tie a sarangaoeau. v
e

A
\_

W

A
\_

W
were better suited to people considerably yourtugan tis but the rest of i Y
was fabulous as we wound our way up into the toligain fabulous

views over the island. This tour ended with anoBRQ lunch.
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On our final night we decided we would treat eveis/¢o a dinner and

show, well at least that's what we were advisedweee gettlng but it - e
didn’t turn out quite that way although it was ateresting and for -
the most part, enjoyable evening. We were showntobanake fire -«
from a wooden block and a stick and we dined orealrmooked in an
umu or ‘hangi’. This consisted of chicken, pot&tomera, spinach 7{
(tarot leaves) and rice followed by papaya or paw for desert. A
most interesting cultural meal and insight into hbe islanders live
and eat.
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S We dined out at the Edgewater Resort on 3 occasioesof the
¢ evenings was the colourful Island Night completéhvisland Le
e dancing and drumming, a tremendous show of skdlaugility and w
w flexibility. The youngsters were quite delightful. J

During our days off we had the choice of swimminghe lagoon :

a or the resort pool, lazing about in the sun orinmoms, hopping ..
e on a bus and taking a tikky tour around the islanstopping off .
2 at the shopping center, or Yr
Ye joining in the variety of g
 activities organized by the resort. Four of owely ladies flew w
“* to Aitutaki for the day. If and when we do Rarajaragain, w
"~ possibly next year, we are considering adding tdese on the o

island of Aitutaki as part of a 10 day package tour

: Thank you for sharing our ‘holiday’ with us evergnve hope :
¢+ you enjoyed it as much as we did. 2

Regards, Ross & Susy
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Seven Waka Stones

Arorangi CI Christian Church

|Bhitbuse

Captain T with octopus

Crab racing

Crab racing

Watching fish feeding

Dinner at Edgewater

Islanghtiat Edgewater

Hermit Crab

Husking coconut

Mr Hope Less and coke&or

Piri makes fire

Traditional costume

The God of adtreverything’
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Views from the hilltops g
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Needle Rock Needle Rock The only waterfall on theland |+
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Star Fruit Bread Fruit Pineapple plants N
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Noni fruits Elephant leaf plant Fan fern
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