
 
 

SOUTHERN GOLD TOUR 2009 
 

We flew into Christchurch without any delays and in fine weather to 
begin our tour of Central Otago.  After a restful night we headed for 
the Hermitage in the hopes of seeing Mount Cook, which is very 
much weather dependent.  We had our fingers crossed but we 
weren’t so sure as the weather was inclement and very windy on the 
way through Tekapo. It poured down as we drove around Lake 
Pukaki towards the Hermitage but started to clear after about an 
hour and we were finally blessed with a fantastic view of both 
Mount Sefton and Mount Cook.  We were even lucky enough to get 
photos of the sun setting on the mountains.  Next morning it was all 

closed in and raining again so we considered ourselves very lucky to have seen what we did.  From then 
on though, it was fine weather for the rest of our trip. 
 
We trekked through Twizel, poking our noses into nooks and 
crannies along the way, up over the Lindis Pass and into Wanaka 
where we took in the Warbird Museum and the infamous puzzle 
house.  Another lovely day dawned next morning for our trip out 
through the breathtaking ranges of the Matukituki Valley to Mt 
Aspiring.  We followed this up with a drive through Cardrona, 
up over the Crown Range and down into Arrowtown, which was 
celebrating with an Autumn Festival.  After being entertained by 
the hoardes of vistors to the town we made out way into 
Queenstown for the night and dined at the Gondola Restaurant. 
 

We called in on the lovely folks at Stoneridge next morning and 
enjoyed the gorgeous gardens, the Blessed House and the Chapel 
and had morning tea there before heading off for our date with the 
Kingston Flyer.  Perfect weather for a train trip.  We ended up in 
Te Anau late in the afternoon, went and watched the wonderful 
Fiordland on Film movie – Ata Whenua Shadowlands and then 
went and put our heads down at the motel for the night.  The next 
day was a full on trip to take a cruise on the Milford Sound and 
have a look at the awe-
inspiring Mitre Peak.  

The weather was stunning so making the scenery that much more 
spectacular.  Unfortunately the mirror lakes were a little 
disappointing on the way back as there was a breeze causing a 
ripple on the lakes. 
 
 Another busy day on day 7 and we made our way through 
Lumsden and on into the Blue Mountains to Tapanui where we 
had a tour through a commercial tulip growing operation, most 
interesting. We ended the day in Dunedin where we stayed for 
two nights at an inner city hotel.    
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We took in the sights and sounds of Dunedin and its environs, 
calling into Port Chalmers on a fine calm morning for a cuppa.  
The views from up on the hills were quite something. 
 
We climbed our way up over the Dunstan ranges the next day on 
our way back into Central Otago.  We had a lunch date at the 
Stanley Hotel followed by a tour of  Macrae’s Gold Mine. We 
filled our bus to capacity with people from the Rail Trail who also 
wanted to do the tour and off we went.  A very informative and 
enjoyable tour.  We hauled the bus over the ‘Pigroot’ and stopped 

for the night at Naseby.   
 
After a visit to the quaint old mining town of St Bathans, day 10 
saw us traversing the remarkable Danseys Pass to the Waitaki 
River Valley.  Once again we were blessed with fabulous weather 
so the views were truly picturesque.  We trundled our way through 
the Hakataramea Pass and on down through the impressive 
MacKenzie Country where we finally ended our day at Lake 
Tekapo. 
 
We made our way inland back to Christchurch via Geraldine and 
Mt Somers the next day.  We climbed up Mt Hutt to somewhere 
near the top and stood in awe at the views of the Canterbury Plains below us.  We crossed the Rakaia and 
made a detour in to Lake Colleridge.  Unfortunately it was rather windy and the lake wasn’t at its picture 
perfect best but the scenery was stunning all the same.  The road we wanted to take through Porters Pass 
was closed so we had to make our way back out to the main road and truck on into Christchurch that way.  

During our three day stay in Christchurch we took a trip around 
Banks Peninsula and Akaroa and Lyttleton, we visited Orana Park 
Zoo and dined at and toured the Willowbank Wildlife Reserve and 
we visited The Antarctic Centre and Wigram Airforce Base 
Museum.   
 
In all this was a fabulous, if very full on trip, leaving everyone 
tired but exhilarated from what we had seen and experienced.  
Great feedback from everyone, thank you for a wonderful tour. 
 

Regards, Ross & Susy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1. Canterbury Plains from Mt Hutt 2. Cardrona Hotel 3. Cheeky Kea, Hermitage 

4. Clay Cliffs 5. Clay Cliffs 6. Ahuriri River Valley 

7. Danseys Pass 8. Danseys Pass 9. Mackenzie Country 

10. Stirling Falls Milford Sound 11. Milford Sound entrance 12. Milford Sound Cruise 

13. Milford Sound waterfall 14. Milford Sound seal 15. Milford Sound seals 



16. Glendhu Bay, Wanaka 17. Glendhu Bay, Wanaka 18. Glendhu Bay, Wanaka 

19. Lake Tekapo 20. Church of Good Shepherd, Tekapo 21. Sheep Dog, Tekapo 

22. Haglund, Antarctic Centre 23. Blue Penguins, Antarctic Centre 24. Bird at Coronet Peak 

25. Macrae’s Mine Tour 26. Mitre Peak 27. Mitre Peak 

28. Matukituki Valley 29. Matukituki Valley 30. Roads less travelled 



31. Mount Cook 32. Mount Sefton 33. Mount Cook by air 

34. Orana Zoo Giraffes 35. Orana Park Lion 36. Orana Park Praire Dogs 

37. Orana Park Meerkats 38. Orana Park Otters 39. Nice kitty kitty 

40. Queenstown from Coronet Peak 41. Queenstown from Crown Range 42. Camp Gunn River 

43. Sheep, Maniatoto Plains 44. Mount Somers 45. Port Chalmers, reflections 



46. Lake St Bathans 47. Lake St Bathans 48. St Bathans 

49. Chapel by the Lake 50. In the Chapel 51. Blessed House rose 

52. Stoneridge group pic 53. The boss 54. Stoneridge Estate 

55. Stoneridge gardens 56. Blessed House 57. Chapel by the lake 

58. Kingston Flyer 59. Kingston Flyer 60. The mighty discs 
 


