
 
 

SOUTH OF THE SOUTH TOUR 2009 
 

What a magic tour this was.  We picked up a lovely, lively group 
of people on the way up to the airport and met some more at the 
airport.  There was never a dull moment with this group.  We even 
had a couple of ‘young’ ladies from Great Barrier in board with us 
to liven things up. 
 
The day was a stunner for the Taieri Gorge trip, allowing for some 
great photo opportunities.   
 
The next day we did a tikky tour around Dunedin, visiting that 

great old homestead, Olverston House.  We also made our way out to the Peninsula to visit the Albatross 
sanctuary and called in on the yellow eyed penguins in their forlorn state as they shed their feathers. After 
our second overnight stay in Dunedin we wound our way up into the hills around Mosgiel in search of our 
last member of the group who joined us on the third day.   
 
Then it was off down south through the Catlins and a picturesque 
cruise along the coast to Invercargill for the night. 
 
The next day we flew to Stewart Island on another perfect day.  
Visibility from the air was stunning, again allowing for more 
photo opportunities.  We enjoyed our day trip and overnight stay 
on Stewart Island.  Next morning we hopped aboard the Wild 
Fire for a cruise around the islands and a lunch stop at Ulva 
Island.  We were lucky enough to see a Robin close up as it was 
right at our feet.  Fortunately the weather held as we made our 
way back again to Oban to catch our flight back to the mainland. 
 
We had a lovely dinner at the Servicemen’s club, stayed overnight at the lavish Kelvin Hotel then made 
our way northward along the western side of the island to Te Anau.  And still the weather held. We were 
certainly keeping our fingers crossed because we had the Doubtful Sound trip next day. We all went and 
watched the Fiordland on film – Ata Whenua, Shadowlands movie which shows on a regular basis at the 
theatre in Te Anau.  Quite spectacular and well worth taking the time to see it.  

 
As luck would have it, the next day dawned a little murky.  
However, it did make for some exciting vistas on the Sounds.  It 
was a little cooler and the wind got up a bit in the early part of the 
day but certainly nothing to dampen our spirits.  But by the time 
we were well out in the Sounds, the wind was quite strong and we 
were treated to magnificent water spouts and willy-walls (clouds 
of swirling water spray.  It was all quite breathtaking and so were 
the quick ventures out to the front of the boat where anything that 
wasn’t firmly attached got blown away, including small children.  
It was a fabulous trip though, despite, or because of, the weather. 
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Another night in Te Anau and we were off down the back country 
roads to Walter Peak via the stunning Mavora Lakes.  The weather 
cleared once we left the Te Anau region, it was beautiful at 
Mavora Lakes and all the way to Queenstown.  The scenery 
coming into Walter Peak took our breath way, the trees were 
glorious with all their autumn colours coming out.  We watched 
the Earnslaw steam its way across Lake Wakatipu to meet us and 
our small group pretty much had the beautiful old boat to 
ourselves as we made away back across the lake to Queenstown.   
 
We had no trouble filling in time in Queenstown while we waited 

for Ross to drive back around the lake to pick us up.  The day 
was capped off perfectly with a trip up the Gondola to the 
Gondola Restaurant above Queenstown. It has been upgraded 
and the service was much improved from our last visit. 
 
One thing we did notice on this trip was how quiet Queenstown 
was, how few tourist buses there were and those that we did see 
did not have big numbers on board.  The Asians were also 
conspicuous by their absence.  
 

The next day was wet, wet, wet so Ross opted for plan B.  First 
off we visited the majestic Stoneridge Estate and the entertaining 
Da Vella who kindly showed us through her lovely old stone 
buildings, the Blessed House and the Chapel and the 
surrounding gardens.  Then it was up and over the Crown Range 
to Wanaka instead of the planned excursion to Glenorchy and 
Paradise as the weather was just too awful to allow anyone to 
see anything.  But there was certainly nothing wrong with plan B 
as most of our travelers had not been to Wanaka or had not had 
the thrill of traveling up and down the Crown Range road in a 
big coach.   

 
We left Queenstown in dubious weather on our second to last 
day, still undecided whether we would go with plan A or plan B. 
That decision wasn’t made till the last minute but it sure paid off. 
We made our way to Cromwell, down through the Clutha Valley 
to the Clyde Dam then across the bridge to Earnscleugh where 
we had morning tea with the friendly folks at Summerfruit 
Orchards.  From here it was on into Alexandra where we picked 
up a picnic lunch to have at St Bathans.  The weather was cool 
and a little windy by the time we got here but at least the rain had 
stopped.  We called into Naseby followed by a quick stop at 
Ranfurly before deciding to stick with plan A and go up over the Dunstan road.  It is a dirt track and 
dubious in good weather but impassable for coaches in wet weather, not that many coaches take this road 
anyway.  It was a good decision though as the scenery from such great vantage points was amazing.  As 
we climbed up over the hills the weather on the other side was different again.  A cold, snowy southerly 
was on its way and we could see it building as we got closer and closer to Dunedin.   
 
We arrived at our motel in pouring rain and the next morning we were greeted with more heavy rain and 
even hail, it was bitterly cold.  Ross drove to Christchurch while we flew up, and he said there was an 
awful lot of snow on the hills.  When we flew in and out of Christchurch we could see the snow on the 
Southern Alps just under the clouds, they were a stunning sight.  This bodes well for our Southern Gold 
trip next week. 



 
This was a fabulous trip, we welcome our new travelers, including those merry widows from Thames, and 
it was also wonderful to see our regular travelers from far and wide back again.  Look forward to meeting 
you all again soon.  Thanks for a great trip everyone. 

Kind regards, Ross & Susy 

 
 
 

1. Taieri Gorge 2. Taieri Gorge 3. ‘Sue’ Taieri Gorge 

4. Seals, Porpoise Bay 5. Seals, Porpoise Bay 6. Seals, Porpoise Bay 



7. Stewart Island from the air 8. Stewart Island airlines 9. Stewart Island Hotel, Oban 

10. Stewart Island from the air 11. Weka, Ulva Island 12. Stewart Island Robin 

13. Reflections Patersons Inlet 14. Reflections Patersons Inlet 15. Dolphins, Patersons Inlet 

16. Stewart Island from Bluff 17. Bluff Lookout 18. Bluff from the lookout 

19. Waipapa Point 20. The Nuggets 21. McCracken’s Rest 



22. Seal Island Doubtful Sound 23. Rainbow over Te Anau 24. Wilmot Pass 

25. Mavora Lakes 26. Morning Tea at Mavora Lake 27. Walter Peak Station 

28. Von Valley 29. Walter Peak Homestead 30. Walter Peak Manager 

31. Walter Peak Homestead 32. Earnslaw at Walter Peak 33. Queenstown from Earnslaw 

34. Stoneridge 35. The Blessed House 36. Chapel by the Lake 



37. Lake Hayes from Stoneridge 38. Lunch at St Bathans 39. Lake at St Bathans 2008 

40. The Swamp on Dunstan Rd 41. Maniatoto from the Dunstans 42. Top of the Dunstan Road 

 

43. Wild Fire, Stewart Island 44. Stewart Island Wharf 45. Mt Cargill 

46. Municipal Chambers Dn 47. Olverston House, Dunedin 48. Larnarch Castle, Dunedin 

49. Larnarch Castle, Dunedin 50. Moulting Penguin 51. Yellow Eyed Penguin 
 


