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SCOTTSDALE TOURS K

SOUTH OF THE SOUTH TOUR 2010 j

Another magic tour of the deep south. We had mefiginginto

Christchurch from Auckland and Tauranga and anatgular i

traveler from Australia who met us in Dunedin. We 4

something a little different this year to make Bfdit easier for -

everyone. As the bus was already in the Southdslieom the AG

Top of the South trip we decided to fly into Chetstirch, stay w

. overnight in Timaru and take in the lovely old loiiriigs then take **

= aleisurely stroll down the East Coast to Dunedinatch the N

Taieri Gorge Train the next day. It was a lovely éa the Taieri

Gorge trip, allowing for some great photo opportigsi S

- We toured around lovely old Dunedin the followiraydvisiting g
< that grand old homestead, Olverston House anchipering , g
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 Larnach Castle. We also made our way out to tméenBela to
?f visit the Albatross sanctuary where half of ourugravere lucky
"~ enough to see 3 or 4 Albatross enjoying the higide/iwhich
.. Wwere gssalllng the peninsula that day. Then Weat_aﬂ on the
/- penguin sanctuary to see the yellow eyed penguaitiseir
++ forlorn state as they shed their feathers.
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Then it was off down south through the Catlins argicturesque TSt
< cruise along the coast to Invercargill for the migrhe weather wasn'’t fantastlc there were smdrsg ¥
. winds about and a little rain but it could haverbe®rse.

The next day we flew to Stewart Island and fortehaby now the _
winds had abated somewhat. Visibility from thevedrs stunning, ..
again allowing for more photo opportunities. W¢ogad our day -
trip and overnight stay on Stewart Island. Nextmmgy we g
hopped aboard théild Fire for a cruise around the islands and &-
lunch stop at Ulva Island. It was most unforturtaeg we didn’t *f
go the day before as the weather at times was wetidand W|ndy,
3 causing us all to snuggle up
. as best we could under ~
shelter. However, once we N
got to Ulva Island, it cleared up and we were ableat our lunch v -
on the beach in much nicer weather. By the tim@@tdack, the —— A
« weather was clearing and our flights back to thentaad were ; e
" quite comfortable.

~ We had another lovely dinner at the Servicemenib at
Invercargill that night and stayed overnight agatithe same two
motels we’'d stayed out two days earlier. The naytwe made
our way up through Manapouri to Te Anau where waeera scenic day with a stunning movie of fe
Fiordland from the air at the Te Anau movie theatibed Ata-Whenua — Shadowldands. The next day'~
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_. was a full on trip on the famous Doubtful Sounétsvas wet and windy out on the Sounds but the paﬁ
+- Off for that was exquisite water falls. v
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Another night in Te Anau and we were off down tlaelbcountry
& roads. The weather had cleared in time for usat@morning tea **

¥ at the Mavora Lakes before we headed back to pake trail ~ **
which would take us through the back of Walter P8&kion. o

=

The scenery coming into Walter Peak took our bresti, the A
trees were glorious with a touch of the autumn ed@oming out. .-
We watched the Earnslaw steam its way across Ladeathpu to -
meet us and we made away back across the lakegenQtown. ¢
We filled in time in Queenstown while we waited f®0ss to drive "
back around the lake to pick us up. We dined wskahat night. That night in the early hourshef t :
morning nature regaled us with an awesome thuntelightning display. The thunder cracked o
. overhead for a couple of hours, bouncing and mliff the hills and through the surrounding valleys .

quite an amazing experience except that it keptneke. e
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Despite a dubious start weatherwise, things imptaveely as Yr

= the day progressed. We started off with a vistheomajestic
Stoneridge Estate and the entertaining Da Vella kvhdly ; e

showed us through her lovely old stone buildings,Blessed

House and the Chapel and the surrounding gardafes.

. followed this up with morning tea at gorgeous Artown and

4~ adrive up to Coronet Peak for a grand birds ege af

7+ Queenstown and the surrounding area. Then we ofkEte

“r Glenorchy and Paradise, a highlight for most abush s,

< wacked our way through some of the most stunninmity around. The day Was topped off Wlth a tl’lp\
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up the Skyline gondola for a dinner with a viewdte for. il

We left Queenstown and made our way to Cromwelafquick :
look around the down through the Clutha Valleytte Clyde 2

1

Dam, across the bridge to Earnscleugh and on itégaiadra for /-
morning tea and to pick up a picnic lunch to hav8teBathans. -
We cruised around Naseby followed by a quick stdRamfurly
before picking up the old Dunstan Trail road actbsshills to W
Dunedin. Fortunately the weather was still cldtroagh the high **

S winds were persistent but the scenery from sucatgrantage N

A

pomts was amazmg A
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We arrlved in Dunedln in the Iate afternoon, hayuck freshen up then we went off to dinner. After f~
7+ good nights sleep it was a little earlier start tsual as we made our way up as far as Timaru for ~ +r
“r morning tea, the weather still windy but at leastas fine. We got to Christchurch Airport in goimie =+«
“ only to find that Wellington was a bit dubious doéhigh winds. However our fears were unfoundedi ain
= although our flights were a little bumpy in plases all landed safe and well and made our way back t\

1

. our homes before night fall. i
; This was a great trip with mostly newcomers, weaialy hope we see you all again, we thoroughly ;
<+ enjoyed your company. S

w Kind regards, Ross & Susy'+
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4. Seals, Porpoise Bay

5. Seal,orpise Bay

eri Gore

" afis JRorpoise Bay
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7. Stewart Island from the air

8. Stewart Islantras

9. Stewart Island Hotel, Oban

10. Stewart Island by night

11. Weka, Ulva Island

2. Qtewart Island Robin

13. Reflections Patersons Inlet

14. ReflectiongiBans Inlet

15. Rifleman? Stewart Island

16. Stewart Island from Bluff

17. Bluff from the @kout

18. Waipapa Lighthouse

19. Waipapa Point

20. The Nuggets & Lighthouse

MdCracken’s Rest
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22. Seal Island Doubtful Sound

23. Waterfall Doubtound

24. Wilmot Pass
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25. Mavora Lakes

26. Von Valley

27. Walter PeakiSia
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28. Walter Peak Homestead

29. Walter Peak Home&tead

30. Earnslaw at Walter Peak
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31. Queenstown from Earnslaw

32. Coronet Peak

B8v ¥fom Coronet

Peak
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34. Stoneridge

35. The Blessed House

36. Chapthleblyake
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37. Lake Hayes from Stoneridge

38. Lunch at St &ath

39. Lake at St Bathans 2008

40. The Swamp on Dunstan Rd

41. Maniatoto fronDthaestans

42. Top of the Dunstan Road

43. Mollyhawks around fishing boat 44. Wild Fire - Stewart Island

45. Mt Cargill Coms Tower

46. Olverston House, Dunedin

47. Larnach Castleddin

48. Larnach Castle, Dunedin

49. Penguin Sanctuary

50. Moulting Penguin

51.o¢elEyed Penguin
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