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77 A fabulous garden ramble with a lovely group of 33.

Four hardy souls met us at our home at an ungaully after
traveling from Tauranga. We picked up our picuoiedhes from the
Waihi Bakery, gathered another two travelers andfdor Paeroa.
By the time we left Te Awamutu we had everyone oartl so we
headed west. Our first stop was morning tea ale€oland Tuffy’s
beautiful garden at Waitomo which is also the haifneir Waitomo
Limestone Soaps business. Their beautiful and aromifts were a
hit with everyone and so was morning tea.

& MRSTa We stopped at the
magnificent Maungapohue Natural Bridge and thershyn
Marakopa Falls on our way to our lunch stop at Mapa. It was
breezy but not cold so we had our picnic by theaseplanned. We
arrived at our accommodation in New Plymouth inetita relax and
a freshen up for dinner at the
i famous ‘Marbles’ restaurant
where we dined for the next
nights. '

The second day we started our garden tours witfathdous Tupare
Gardens. Unfortunately it started to rain and ftben on just
bucketed down for the rest of the day. But thdtrebt daunt our
spirits, we were here to see gardens and see gandeogertainly
saes a8 \ould. The well renowned Puekeiti Gardens werenat stop and

although we were being rained on, the gardens wereture and
the aromas being released by the wet flowers wstedglicious.
Raindrops on flowers make for beautiful photos anwafter
waiting for ages in a long queue at Pukeiti we gaven having
lunch there and headed back into town before wenolim way
through a couple of local town gardens, all exdeisi their own
way and all so very different.

The next day, Sunday, dawned a real pearler wéthrddlue skies
and sunshine. What a contrast to the day befSoewithout
wanting to waste a precious sunny minute we wereoajur first stop at Tony & John’s wonderful
Ngamamaku Gardens. We followed this up with a fartiirough Bernie Hollard’s gardens on the way to
Stratford. Some of us managed to get ourselvéslasbin the process, such was the extent ofethes
fabulous grounds. Then it was on into Stratfordifimch and to watch the Glockenspiel in action befo
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venturing out of town to visit some country gardei$e first of
these was Maureen Ostler’s lovely grounds withrtpegtty reflective
B lily ponds. Then it was off to Erica Jago’s prayeMerleswood’
B which has been in the Jago family since 1904 seelkestablished.
After a cuppa and a look around we decided to ¢reome more
garden before heading back to
New Plymouth and another
mouth watering dinner at
Marbles. We chose to call in t¢
¥ 2 Rainbow Gardens and
Donkeys a dehghtful colourful property as its resuggests. We dide
the group photo here.

Park which offered wonderful
photo opportunities of water
reflections for those who took their cameras.

Day four and homeward bound. It was overcast wilgot out of
town and then it hosed down. Fortunately it stoppgthe time we
got to the Mokau River for our river cruise andrpiclunch. This
turned out to be a bit of an adventure. As thezeevgo many of us
we opted to split the group in two and take oneifothe river by boat
and swap them over at the lunch stop point andylihia others back
by river. Ross took the second group by road thndoga farm
opposite the river lunch stop jetty and ferriedhthecross by boat.
Picnic by the river was lovely, it wasn’t cold amdvasn’t raining so
that was a double bonus. We left the second gbetyind to make

back through magnificent farmland to meet up witdn at the jetty. ==
We were greeted by a lady who lived beside thg gtd she informed
us, phone in hand, that the boat had broken ddvimally they got it
going but it delayed our journey home by about aurh It was still
daylight though and we hope that our lovely Taugalaglies also got
home in daylight.

A great trip, although a little soggy at times that did not dampen
our spirits. Thanks everyone for a fun time.

Kind regards, Ross & Susy
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See photo gallery below.
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Bloom 22

Bloom 23

Bloom 24

Bloom 25

Bloom 26

Bloom 27

Bloom 28

Bloom 29

Bloom 30

Bloom 31 Rainbow Gardens

Bloom 32 Rainbow Gardens

loorB 33 Rainbow Gardens
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Bloom 34

Bloom 35

Bloom 36

Wisteria 1 — Merleswood Stratfor

d Wisteria 2 — Mewood Stratford

Wisteria 3 — Merleswood Stratfprd

Waitbaiter — Mokau River

River Boats 1 — Mokau Rive

River Boats 2 — Mokau River

Picnic by the Mokau river- 1

Picnic by the Mokawveni- 1

Sheba
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Sheep at Ostlers Gardens

Mokau River Cruise

Traicterto bus at Mokau

Spring lambs at Merleswood

Glockenspiel - Straltfor

Glockenspiel — Romeo & Juliet

Natural Bridge - Mangapuhoe

Natural Bridge - Mandage

Marakopa Falls

Mt Egmont - Rainbow Gardens

Mt Egmont, Stratfoesi

Mt Egmont - Rainbow Gardens

\_‘7‘;
3.

A AN A AGI AR A ASR AR A G A SR A A g

S F

S F

A AE AR A AGR AR A G A SR A A g A

S F

S F

PARRAGRA A A oA SR A A A S Ak A S g

PAe
A
hAd
A
hAd
A
hAd
A
hAd
A
hAd
A
hAd
A
hAd
A
hAd
A
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe
PAe

(RADAD AR ASAIA DA ASAEA DA A SARA S

¥ Y



INERAER AR NG AR A G AR A G NG A G AR A G AR A G A SR AR A G A G A G A R A G A SR A G AR A G AR A G A SR A G A G A SR A SR N ER A G A G A SR A R A G A S A A G A g X X

vr vr
:i Ngamamuku Gardens - 1 Ngamamuku Gardens - 2 Ma@stars Garden - 1 i
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
Yr Yr
Ye Ye
Yr Ye
::: Donkey — Rainbow Gardens Rainbow Gardens - 2 Rairbardens - shed :::
Yr Ye
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
Yr Ye
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
7| Rainbow Gardens - 3 Rainbow Gardens - Gnome Maubstler's Garden - 2 W
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
r| Maureen Ostler's Garden — 3 Maureen Ostler's Gardén Maureen Ostler’'s Garden - 5 g
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
Ye Ye
Yr Yr
Yr Yr
Yr Yr
Yr Yr
Yr Yr
Yr Yr
7 T Yr YF 7 7 Yr Yr 7 7 Yr Y 7 7 ¥F Yr ¥F 7 7 Yr YF 7F 7 Y Yr 7 7 Y Y 7 7 Y Y ¥ e Y Y Y Ye v Y e Ve Y e i



i i
PAg Ye
i i
PAg Ye
i i
PAg Ye
i i
PAg PAg
i i
PAg Ye
i i
7 Maureen Ostler’'s Garden — 6 Maureen Ostler's Gardén Maureen Ostler’'s Garden - 8 7
PAg PAg
i i
PAg Ye
i i
PAg PAg
e e
e e
e e
e e
e e
+=| Maureen Ostler's Garden — 9 Maureen Ostler's Gardgd Maureen Ostler's Garden - 11 e
pig pig
e e
e e
e e
e e
e e
e e
e e
e e
e e
W W
2-| Maureen Ostlers Garden — Swar] 1  Maureen Ostlerde@Gar Swan 2. Maureen Ostlers Garden — swan 3.
e e
e e
e e
e e
e e
e e
e e
e e
e e
e e
.7 Se
} Maureen Ostlers garden —swan4  Pukekura Park Nygnolath Pukekura Park New Plymouth ;
e e
e e
e e
e e
e e
e e
e e
e e
e e
e e
e e



