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This trip should be called ‘Treasures of Tasmaagdescribed by
another company, and we agree. Each day ano#asutre of this
magic island presented itself to us.
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The trip over was on time for a change althoughttipeback was
challenging, but we’ll talk about that later.
We flew into Launceston and made our way straightrdto the
Tamar Valley for our first
overnight stop in the
quaint old Grindlewald

Swiss Village. What a magic wee place. The weatlzs

perfect for the two days we were there which madeyfeat

photo opportunities.
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We went out from here to

Low Head on the second

night to see the Fairy

Penguins up close and

personal. For those of you

who haven't experienced this unique experienceijtpurt your list as
a must do. These little guys are just gorgeous; thn right past you
in the dark as they make their way to their neste¢d their young.
And that too is quite spectacular, the babies eawdby aggressive
towards their parents when demanding food.
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We picked up our annual cherry supply at Batmaddg&ibefore heading to Scottsdale via Bell Bay for
lunch. Of course we had to do the group photo bader the Scottsdale sign. The new upmarket TmeMi
Museum in Derby was quite something. A huge loni @famoving photos depicting the history of thear
was one of the highlights here.
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We spent a pleasant evening at Scamander, sonsetaking the

opportunity to meander along the beach and enjpgtimset. The

next day we called in on the Tassie Devils at Natarld and hand-

fed the wallaby and watched the cute and cuddly kaismand

koalas. From here on for the rest of the day weesgnced a rare

weather phenomenon, gale force dry, hot winds whgppp dust

storms all over the place, bringing down trees pmder lines and

firing up bush fires. Apparently it was the wadiet 100 years so it

was quite an experience. We were very lucky nttatee been diverted or stranded with road closwres,
seemed to be just one jump ahead of these, but @peeators on the road weren't so lucky. Luncthim
wee town of Ross was an interesting experience.
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While we sat in the bus in a tree-lined streetsaw branches flying
S around and right in front of us a very large trepied over onto the .
Jo hotel before our very eyes. All very exciting. riemately it was an Jo
Ye old stone building and remarkable there didn’'t @pge be too much -
Ye damage. The dust storms looked like smoke theg sethick. It Ye
w started to rain as we headed into Hobart whichavasnus for the w
poor fire fighters. We also saw a caravan thatlyeeh blown off the
road and badly damaged. We struck a tree riglosadhe road but
fortunately we were able to drive along the vengé get around it
while less confident drivers sat in their cars ngkphotos.

.. The next day’s major attraction was a walk throtighTahune 2
v+ Tree tops on a wet and windy day, but it was &tithost rewarding Le
7 experience, especially for those who bravely walketto the end e
o of the canter-levered arm that hung out over therri A

The penal colony of Port

Arthur as always, was a

real eye opener for most of
us with its colourful history
Jo and well preserved ruins. 2
S We called in to have afternoon tea with the defightielena on our S
e way back to Hobart for our last night there aftieirty at the Casino. ¢

pAs Next day we wended our way through various attoastiending up at 7«
the delightful sea-side town of Strahan for thenhigFrom here the
weather was magic. The weather for our GordonmRiugse the following day couldn’t have been beite
* was the best they had had for quite some time appisgr The
" reflections on the river were perfect, and idealtf@ photographers
on board. This great trip was followed by yet &weotrare
.. experience. It was Australia Day and we had ansteain booked 2
. to take us from Strahan up over the hill to Quemmst two &
<. carriages and one engine. What we hadn’t expecésdhat two ¢
7+ engines and four carriage loads of people had ritedeway over Phe
e from Queenstown earlier in e
W the day for a picnic trip and W
were heading back to
Queenstown at about the
same time. So for the first time in 40 years, éhidt steam engines
were linked together along with the diesel fromaBan and the six
& carriages of travelers for the trip back over thiett Queenstown. A
& People lined the route taking photos, it was caifestive occasion, it ..
Lo must have looked an awesome sight with the foumesgup front, e
e the leading one bearing two Australian flags atfthet. A wonderful -
Ye experience for everyone that day. Our accommodates at the Ye
¢ Chancellor Inn that night, a lovely place to stay great meals too. W

Stanley was our next port of call and we thorougljoyed our meandering through the towns of Zeehan
Rosebery and the Hellyer Gorge en route. The weaths great at Stanley too and the views fromdpe

" of the Nut were spectacular. Most of us would tixdrave stayed on at the lovely Dovecote Motel but
unfortunately we couldn’t. However, we did have theo stroke of luck that day.
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The bus we were using broke down in Stanley so Rosbled back
S to Wynyard and picked up another one. This busawé® seater, we .
Jo had been traveling around in a 24 seater, it haitlaentry door, Jo
Ye toilet, TV monitors showing the view through therit window and Ye
Ye all the modern additions every bus driver dreanmiaibNeedless to Ye
W say Ross was in his element, as we all were. \Weusty considered 7«
starting the trip all over again in the new busifddtunately we only
had one more day to go but we made the most aflittajoyed the

luxury while it lasted. We went out to the lovélyadle Mountain on
our way back to Launceston. It was another maayg sunny and ;
. very warm. The scenery as we cruised along thsteeas wonderful and we stopped beside the beach at .
. Penguin to enjoy our last morning tea together. I

¢+ The trip home was uneventful from Launceston tolddatne but from there things didn’'t go so well.eTh e
+c heat in Melbourne was incredible, you could feasityou walked off the plane, it was like opening tloor g
of an oven. We had plenty of time between fligdusve had something to eat and made our way to the :
departure lounge. And here we sat from 11.30amanatund 4.30pm when we finally boarded our aificra
It appears that the plane had been sitting in géraand had heated up in the soaring temperatdresr

' three hours, attempts were made to try and briag#hin temperature down and when finally theywatio
us to board the temperature inside the plane wakedl Even the metal under the seats and alorgjdhs
.. of the plane were hot to touch. The poor crew weetting as they dished out ice creams and icednwat 2
2. before we took off. Other than that all went well. S

ﬁ Another fabulous Tassie trip with a great group@dple. Thanks everyone for a magic time. ﬁ

Ross & Susy



7r| 1. Strahan

2. Sarah Island

3. Sarah Island ruins

4. Eagle — Strahan

5. Sarah Island

6. The Boss

‘| 7. Reflections Gordon River

8. Reflections Gor&ower

9. Reflections Gordon River

‘[ 10. Abt Steam Train — Strahan

11. Abt Steam Train

2. 31Steamers & a Diesel

2| 13. Monument — Queenstown

14. Lillies — Stanley

THe Nut chairlift — Stanley
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16. Morning tea at Penguin

17. Wallaby, Cradle Maim

18. Macague monkeys,Launceston
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19. Sad monkey, Launceston

20. Tamar River Cruis¢ b

21. Grindlewald Village

R R L R R R )

7

7

7

22. Grindlewald Village

23. Grindlewald Restaurant

24. Grindlewald pond
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25. Low Head Lighthouse

26. Low Head Penguins

F2eding penguins
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28. Feeding penguins

29. Feeding penguins

30. rRg@dinguins
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7r| 31. Batman Bridge

32. The Grove

33. The Grove

| 34. Scamander

35. Natureworld Deer

36. Naturewsirike

77| 37. Natureworld snake

38. Natureworld kangaroo

Hathd feeding Kangaroo

| 40. Natureworld Wombat

41. Natureworld Koala

42tMeworld Koala

| 43. Natureworld Koala

44, Natureworld Koala

45. Natvorld Koala
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60. Salmon Farm, wdatenon

PEAsant Point

481réh at Ross
Bart Arthur
54. Port Arthur Church

47. Wedge Tailed Eagles

50. Richmond Bridge & Church
53. Port Arthur Penal Colony
56. Tahune Tree Top walk

59. Nelson Falls

46. Natureworld Koala
49. Richmond Bridge

52. Port Arthur Church
55. Tasselated paving

58. Echidna
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