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Another fabulous tour to see ‘Tasmania’s Treasurégé struck good
weather all the way and a few little extra surgmiae well.
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We opted to spend our first night in Melbourne eatthan overnight
in Auckland and that gave us the opportunity tadpick tour
around Melbourne city the next day before catclungflight to
Launceston. Our accommodation at the airport waatdwut we did
have a bit of a mission getting there, | guessdags about that the
better eh!
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We flew into Launceston and made our way straightrdto the
Tamar Valley for our first overnight stop in theagpt old
Grindlewald Swiss Village. What a magic wee pladée weather
was perfect for the two days we were there whickerfar great
photo opportunities.
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We went out from here to Low Head on the seconttrimsee the

Fairy Penguins up close and personal. For thogewivho haven't
experienced this unique
experience, put it on your list
as a must do. These little guys are just gorgetbey, run right past
you in the dark as they make their way to theitsesfeed their
young. And that too is quite spectacular, the &slban be very
aggressive towards their parents when demandirgy i@ did the
Tamar River Cruise and had a look around the bea#irst Basin
Park in Launceston.
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We picked up our annual cherry supply at Batmaddgribefore
heading to Scottsdale via Bell Bay for lunch. Ofisee we had to do the group photo here under the
Scottsdale sign. We stopped for lunch in the tiigrcountry town of Scottsdale, enjoying the oppaoity to
sit in the sun and have our lunch. We must sgeaial to Hi to
Michelle (ex Te Aroha girl) from the Bakery. Sofme missed you
this trip Michelle, hopefully we will catch up netiine. As usual
the food was great, thanks ladies. On the wak&dlin Mine
Museum in Derby we did a quick detour to have & labsome tree
carvings in Ledgerwood. What a marvelous siglge® when we
came around the corner and saw these great oldttra®s with the
most amazing carvings of people representing sdrtieedorave
souls from the First World War, quite breathtakifige new Tin
Mine Museum at Derby is something worth seeing #olouge long
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. wall of moving photos depicting the history of #wea. They have now amalgamated with the museuin nex ﬁ

_. door to offer more to see.

We spent a pleasant evening at Scamander, sonsetaking the
opportunity to meander along the beach and enjpgtimset. The
next day we called in on the Tassie Devils at Natarld and hand-
fed the wallabies and kangaroos and watched tleeand cuddly
wombats and koalas. One of the highlights wouldehitavhave been
the baby Tassie Devils which were being bred aptr&. So cute!
We stopped for lunch in the historic country towrRoss. We later
stopped off in Richmond for an ice cream breakamabk around at
the lovely old buildings here before heading to Atlior our next
three nights. Once again we unfortunately struoklems with our
inner city hotel with noise, lift problems and nio @onditioning. We will hopefully find somethingore
suitable next time.

The penal colony of Port Arthur as always, wasah ege opener
for most of us with its colourful history and welleserved ruins.
We allowed an extra hour here this year so thatoudd see more
buildings. We called in to have afternoon tea@pjing on our
way back to Hobart for our last night there aftierity at the
Casino.

We visited to Tasman Arch, saw the tessellated rpamés and
went up to Remarkable Cove Lookout — some of usgltiie 81 steps
to go and see the sea rush in through the architeeynext day, after
a cruise up to the top of Mount Wellington, whidfoeded marvelous
views of the city, we made our way out to Tahurreafavalk through
the Tree tops, a most rewarding experience, edpeitathose who
bravely walked out to the end of the canter-levened that hung out
over the Huon river.

Next day we wended our way
through various attractions
ending up at the delightful
sea-side town of Strahan for the night. The weatlas magic. The
weather for our Gordon River cruise the followiraydtouldn’'t have
been better, it was the best they had had for gortee time
apparently. The reflections on the river werdgur and ideal for
the photographers on board. We had a specialvge we were at
Strahan, we got to witness one of the world retwedking attempts
by a local ski club to tow more than 100 skiersibélone boat for
1.8 nautical kilometers. It just happened to eEhgle, the boat we were booked on. They failgteir
attempt that time but proved the towing gear wasjadte for the job so later that night they hadfzero
attempt but dropped two valuable skiers just 10@@sdrom the finish line. However they have badte
Tasmanian and Australian records and have prontiesdwill try again next year.

When we got off the boat we raced around to cdietsteam train to Queenstown. Sadly we were the on
ones on board but we enjoyed the personal attertéendid notice a lack of other tour companies adu
this year and the moteliers and attraction progdaid it had been really quiet since Christmas.



= 3% 3% SE S 5 T T Y SE SLE S S T T YE SE SLE S S Y Y YF SF SLE S S T T YF SF SF S S YE SE SE SE SE S S Y TE Y Y S

, Stanley was our next port of call and we thorougijoyed our ,
" meandering through the towns of Zeehan, RosebetyrenHellyer A

n Gorge en route. The weather was a little murk$tanley due to 2
e bush fires in the area but they didn’t inhibit @igws from the Nut e
Ag too much fortunately. Most of us stayed at the llpBzaview Inn Y

N which another eight of us staying in town at thenlda House B&B. W

We went out to stunning

Cradle Mountain on our way
back to Launceston. Despite
" the concern of the smoke haze 2

. we were able to see Cradle Mountain in all its gltine wind had Jo
/- kindly blown the smoke away for us. It was anotiagic day, sunny Y
Y+ and very warm. The scenery as we cruised alongdast was e

»« wonderful and we stopped beside the beach at Retgeinjoy our Ye
last morning tea together.

“* We spent a lovely night in Launceston, but all $oon it was time to make our way to the airportdor trip
" home. We were lucky enough not to experience atgyd or holdups although because we opted not to
spend the night in Auckland this time, we were ey late home. We hope you have all recoverewh fr
_ the bruises and tummy bugs which some of you wefertunately plagued with and we hope to see you &
ﬁ again sometime. Take care and thanks for anotieat gassie Tour. Regards, Ross & Susy ﬁ
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1. Grady's Lookout

2. Grady's Lookout 2

3. Sardhnd ruins

4. Sarah Island

5. Sarah Island

6. Strahan

7. Reflections Gordon River

8. Reflections Gordiver

9. Reflections Gordon River

10. Abt Steam Train — Strahan

11. Abt Steam Train

2. The ‘Eagle’ — Strahan

13. Monument — Queenstown

14. Church - Grindlewald

15. Church — Grindlewald 2
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16. Tamar River Cruise

17. . Tamar River Cruise 2

8. Plenny Royal Windmill - Launceston

19. Sad Macaque monkey, Launceston

20. Macaqueegsnkaunceston

21. Macaque monkey

22. Swan on lake at Grindlewald

23. Grindlewald éxoenodation

24, Grindlewald Village

25. Grindlewald Village

26. Grindlewald Restaurant

27. Grindlewald pond

28. Low Head Lighthouse

29. Low Head Penguins

P&hgiun walking among feet
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32. Feeding penguins 33. Feeding penguins 34. rg@dinguins
35, 36, 37. Low Head Penguins walking over our feet
38. Walking up from the beach 39. Chicks in nestingfor Mum 40. Mum

41. Batman Bridge 1

42. Batman Bridge 2

43. Cheriebatman Bridge

44. Scamander

45. Natureworld venomous black snal

kd6. Natureworld black snake
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47. Natureworld Kangaroo

48. Natureworld kangaroo

9. Hand feeding Kangaroo

50. Natureworld Wombat

51. Natureworld Koala

52ti¥eworld Koala

53. Natureworld Koala

54. Natureworld Koala

55. INatvorld Koala

56. Natureworld Koala

57. Wedge Tailed Eagles

59. Richmond Bridge

60. Richmond Bridge & Church
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. Bart Arthur
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62. Port Arthur Penal Colony 1

63. Port Arthur Redalony 2

64. Port Arthur Church

65. Tasselated paving

66. Tahune Tree Top walk

PEAsant Point

68. Echidna

69. Nelson Falls

70. Salmon Farm, wdatenon

71. The Nut chairlift - Stanley

72. Wallaby, Cratleuntain

73. Table Cape Lighthouse

74. Cradle Mountain

75. Wedgewood carvings

76. Wadpd carvings
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