
 
 

TOP OF THE SOUTH  2008 
 

 
Wow, what a trip. It rained a little at one stage but for 
most of the time it was typical South Island clear blue 
skies and warm sunny days.  The scenery was superb and 
as varied as it can possibly be.  One day we are down by a 
picturesque beach enjoying sea views, the next day we 
were in amongst majestic mountain ranges enjoying 
stunning high country views. 

 
We spent a lot of time on the water in the Marlborough 
Sounds floating in and out of beautiful bays along the 

way.  The dolphins put on the most awesome display for us, there were dozens of them following 
us and playing in the wake of the boats as we cruised through Queen Charlotte Sound. 
 
Some of the roads were challenging to say the least but that’s typical of Scottsdale Tours, taking 
the ‘roads less travelled’. The Farewell Spit was wonderful, clear blue skies, excellent guides and 
a thrilling trip up the side of a mountain in a 4wd vehicle to add a little spice to the day. 
 
Just when you think, it doesn’t get much better than this, we 
wend our way inland to  
Molesworth Station, which was equally as wonderful as 
Farewell Spit but a hugely different landscape.  It was a long 
trip on dusty gravel roads but well worth it.  Then to top all 
that off we were treated to a trip up the amazing French Pass 
and another vista the popular Pupu Springs. 
 
Dining and cruising on the River Queen steamer on the 
Blenheim waterways was a perfect way to relax on a warm, balmy evening and wind down from 
a busy day on the road.   
 

The strait crossing was very calm and pleasant both ways 
which would have pleased the non-sailors on board.  We 
reluctantly wended our way north dropping off passengers as 
we went.  We even had a first time traveler from Australia 
with us on this trip. Ken tells us it won’t be his last. 

 
We were again blessed with a lovely group of travelers who 
made the trip all the more pleasurable for us.  We had a 
casualty on the trip though. Dear Roma took a fall and 

fractured three fingers.  She battled on bravely with a smile, we hope she is well again soon. 
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Kind regards to all and thank you for traveling with us,  
 
Ross & Susy 

 
  

 


