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It was almost as if we carried our own weather dano&ind with us s
on this trip. While everyone else in the countgsvbeing deluged *

with torrents or rain, we were in sunshine. Olesue did get some *:

g rain but nothing that dampened our spirits or cdriyer activities. :j_

. We gathered up our passengers from the Bay of P&t the :2

. Waikato and headed on down to Mangakino for morté@gwhere .

we picked up our Rotorua passenger. Yr

Yr

The Interislander’s powers S

that be decided to cancel our 6pm sailing so wedfur the : 7{
8pm one in the end and got into Picton around 11phe next Z{
day dawned absolutely perfect for our cruise aroQuoden g
Charlotte Sounds, we even got to see some dolpiias. S
disembarked at Torea Bay where Ross picked us thgibus Y
and took us over the hill to the fabulous Portagsed®t for the Yr
night. Again the weather was absolutely perfectwad s
thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to wander arotivedresort S
or relax in the sun by the pool or just blob oubur rooms. 7{
W

. The next day was another perfect day to be ouhemvater. This :j_

time we went with Gary on his wee craft aroundRedorous A

Sound across to Elaine Bay. The water was justdiknill pond, +-
perfect for photos of reflections on the water. g

Once we left Elaine Bay we headed up over the adlsin, this
time to French Pass. The scenery from the topeohitlls is really **
' quite stunning. We split into two groups at FreReiss, one
group went with Danny on his boat to look arount)ille -

g I Island and through the Pass while the other gréayed behind .
and feasted on Lyn S yummy sammies then we swapped Yo

We stayed in Nelson for the next two nights andckttheavy rain on the first day as Mike took usaon
scenic tour of the sights of Nelson, but it brigtee later in the
day and stayed fine after that.( Didn't interfengwsusy’s
special shopping trip either!)

The next day we headed off to Motueka and on out to
Kaiteriteri Beach where we boarded yet another bovad
cruise along the Abel Tasman National Park coastialing in = &
to various little bays along the way to drop oftigick up ‘
passengers doing the many walks through the ak&sather
again was perfect for being out on the water.
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We stayed in Takaka for the next 2 nights and dogdvell at -
the local hotel. From Takaka we took a trip oufaioulous Ve
Farewell Spit in two vehicles. Perfect weatherimgéforded us '«

some more stunning views from the hill tops anahglthe miles

and miles of pristine beach. We went right outilighthouse  **
and after a picnic lunch in the sun we made our &k again Z:i

| after learning all about the flora and fauna ofdhea from Chris, ﬁ
. our guide. The wind picked up in the afternoon Whitade Je
climbing the dunes a little challenging but we laadt of fun. fe

Pupu Springs was also on our must do list — thares springs in the world, colourful and pure ragi **

After we left Takaka we made our way back up otriertope N
Saddle and into St Arnard after taking in the lgvgelson lakes. | g :

We spent the next 3 nights in Blenheim. We packpttnic
lunch and set off up the Awatere Valley on the seloday and
made our way through to Molesworth Station abo@kifs in
from the main road. The scenery through heresisgmazing,
the mountains, the valleys, the streams, simplathtaking.

We went out to Brayshaw Park the following mornamgl had a
look at their new, upgraded Museum and saw the enabout o
Whale Watching out on the coast. We followed thasnith a trip on the mini steam train into town wh@
we had lunch before continuing on with our sighitsge e

Yr
We went to the Aviation Heritage Museum out at Wmathe Air  +c
Base, what a spectacular display of old aircrdfhole scenes of *
actual events have been recreated with the manmetages “:
depicting the faces of the actual people who weeeetat the tlme N

Quite amazing and expertly done.

JL>

e

e

We also went out to Auntsfield Winery which is gite of the Je

very first vineyard in New Zealand. A brand nevd aery g
interesting venture which we thoroughly enjoyed hoge will do
well in the future. w

We ended our day with a lovely evening cruise @anRiver
Queen up the Blenheim river — another fabulous iexgeout.

Then all too soon the tour was nearly over and weewnaking
our way back to Picton to catch the ferry back tellifigton. It
was a day time cruise so a great opportunity tdlsesights
through the Sounds and arriving in to Wellingtore Wok a
scenic tour around Wellington before settling indar last
night.

Our last day - we made our way up through the KGogntry ' ' ' o
to Hamilton, and still the weather held. Fred @rdeme met us on the outskirts of Hamilton to pipk -
their shuttle passengers which saved us at leHisairhaour of traveling time, a bonus for the triave g
further afield. As luck would have it, we arrivedme, walked in the door after unloading the besith

down came the rain. Perfect timing. N
This was another trip crammed with a lot of ackegtand things to see, everyone seemed to enjoy Zﬁ_
themselves. Thank you all for sharing a great trip Ross & Susy ;é
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% 10. Seymour Sq. Fountain Blenhein  11. Pollard Pgrkight 12. Pollard Park by night §
%% 13. Pollard Park Sunflower 14. White Heron, Blenhei 15. White Heron, Blenheim
% 16. River Queen Cruise, Blenheim|  17. River Queensgy Blenheim | 18. Brayshaw Park Railway
% S S 20. Awatere ValleidBe 21. Elaine Bay, Pelorous Souncé
g 22. Sleeping seal, Farewell Spif  23. Rock facegWwal Spit 24. Rock face, Farewell Spit




25. Lighthouse, Farewell Spit 26. Farewell Spit [R@ture Tours, Farewell Spit :
: 28. Molesworth Station 29. Original Molesworth hatead | 30. Molesworth Station Owner
7| 31. Pelorus Sound 32. Sea Safaris, French Pass SpBBRock, Abel Tasman Coast
: 34. Picton Explorer 35. Punga Cove, Qn Charlot@sSn 36. Pupu Springs
37. Lazy Seal, Farewell Spit 38. Shag, BlenheineRiv 39, Oyster Catchers, Farewell Spit



