
 
 

TOP OF THE SOUTH TOUR 2009 
 

It was almost as if we carried our own weather dome around with us 
on this trip.  While everyone else in the country was being deluged 
with torrents or rain, we were in sunshine.  Oh sure we did get some 
rain but nothing that dampened our spirits or curbed our activities. 
 
We gathered up our passengers from the Bay of Plenty and the 
Waikato and headed on down to Mangakino for morning tea where 
we picked up our Rotorua passenger. 
 
The Interislander’s powers 

that be decided to cancel our 6pm sailing so we opted for the 
8pm one in the end and got into Picton around 11pm.  The next 
day dawned absolutely perfect for our cruise around Queen 
Charlotte Sounds, we even got to see some dolphins. We 
disembarked at Torea Bay where Ross picked us up in the bus 
and took us over the hill to the fabulous Portage Resort for the 
night. Again the weather was absolutely perfect and we 
thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to wander around the resort 
or relax in the sun by the pool or just blob out in our rooms. 

 
The next day was another perfect day to be out on the water. This 
time we went with Gary on his wee craft around the Pelorous 
Sound across to Elaine Bay.  The water was just like a mill pond, 
perfect for photos of reflections on the water. 
 
Once we left Elaine Bay we headed up over the hills again, this 
time to French Pass.  The scenery from the top of the hills is really 
quite stunning.  We split into two groups at French Pass, one 
group went with Danny on his boat to look around D’Urville 
Island and through the Pass while the other group stayed behind 

and feasted on Lyn’s yummy sammies then we swapped over. 
 
We stayed in Nelson for the next two nights and struck heavy rain on the first day as Mike took us on a 
scenic tour of the sights of Nelson, but it brightened later in the 
day and stayed fine after that.( Didn’t interfere with Susy’s 
special shopping trip either!) 
 
The next day we headed off to Motueka and on out to 
Kaiteriteri Beach where we boarded yet another boat for a 
cruise along the Abel Tasman National Park coastline calling in 
to various little bays along the way to drop off and pick up 
passengers doing the many walks through the area.  Weather 
again was perfect for being out on the water. 

 
 

SCOTTSDALE TOURS 
  

 

 



 
We stayed in Takaka for the next 2 nights and dined out well at 
the local hotel.  From Takaka we took a trip out to fabulous 
Farewell Spit in two vehicles.  Perfect weather again afforded us 
some more stunning views from the hill tops and along the miles 
and miles of pristine beach.  We went right out to the lighthouse 
and after a picnic lunch in the sun we made our way back again 
after learning all about the flora and fauna of the area from Chris, 
our guide. The wind picked up in the afternoon which made 
climbing the dunes a little challenging but we had a lot of fun. 
 

Pupu Springs was also on our must do list – the clearest springs in the world, colourful and pure magic. 
 
After we left Takaka we made our way back up over the Hope 
Saddle and into St Arnard after taking in the lovely Nelson lakes.  
We spent the next 3 nights in Blenheim.  We packed a picnic 
lunch and set off up the Awatere Valley on the second day and 
made our way through to Molesworth Station about 100kms in 
from the main road.  The scenery through here is just amazing, 
the mountains, the valleys, the streams, simply breathtaking.  
 
We went out to Brayshaw Park the following morning and had a 
look at their new, upgraded Museum and saw the movie about 
Whale Watching out on the coast. We followed this up with a trip on the mini steam train into town where 
we had lunch before continuing on with our sightseeing.   

 
We went to the Aviation Heritage Museum out at Woodburne Air 
Base, what a spectacular display of old aircraft.  Whole scenes of 
actual events have been recreated with the mannequins faces 
depicting the faces of the actual people who were there at the time. 
Quite amazing and expertly done. 
 
We also went out to Auntsfield Winery which is the site of the 
very first vineyard in New Zealand.  A brand new and very 
interesting venture which we thoroughly enjoyed and hope will do 
well in the future.  

 
We ended our day with a lovely evening cruise on the River 
Queen up the Blenheim river – another fabulous evening out. 
 
Then all too soon the tour was nearly over and we were making 
our way back to Picton to catch the ferry back to Wellington.  It 
was a day time cruise so a great opportunity to see the sights 
through the Sounds and arriving in to Wellington. We took a 
scenic tour around Wellington before settling in for our last 
night.   
 
Our last day - we made our way up through the King Country 
to Hamilton, and still the weather held.  Fred and Graeme met us on the outskirts of Hamilton to pick up 
their shuttle passengers which saved us at least half an hour of traveling time, a bonus for the travelers 
further afield.  As luck would have it, we arrived home, walked in the door after unloading the bus then 
down came the rain.  Perfect timing. 
This was another trip crammed with a lot of activities and things to see, everyone seemed to enjoy 
themselves.  Thank you all for sharing a great trip.   Ross & Susy 



 

   

  
1. Aviation Heritage Museum 2. Aviation Heritage Museum 3. Aviation Heritage Museum 

  
4. Aviation Heritage Museum 5. Aviation Heritage Museum 6. Aviation Heritage Museum 

 
7. Auntsfield Winery, Blenheim 8. Auntsfield Winery, Blenheim 9. Awatere Valley 



10. Seymour Sq. Fountain Blenhein 11. Pollard Park by night 12. Pollard Park by night 

  
13. Pollard Park Sunflower 14. White Heron, Blenheim 15. White Heron, Blenheim 

16. River Queen Cruise, Blenheim 17. River Queen Cruise, Blenheim 18. Brayshaw Park Railway 

  
19. Braeburn Track, St Arnaud 20. Awatere Valley Bridge 21. Elaine Bay, Pelorous Sound 

22. Sleeping seal, Farewell Spit 23. Rock face, Farewell Spit 24. Rock face, Farewell Spit 



25. Lighthouse, Farewell Spit 26. Farewell Spit 27. Nature Tours, Farewell Spit 

 

28. Molesworth Station 29. Original Molesworth homestead 30. Molesworth Station Owner 

31. Pelorus Sound 32. Sea Safaris, French Pass 33. Split Rock, Abel Tasman Coast 

34. Picton Explorer 35. Punga Cove, Qn Charlotte Snds 36. Pupu Springs 

37. Lazy Seal, Farewell Spit 38. Shag, Blenheim River 39, Oyster Catchers, Farewell Spit 
 


