
 
 

TOP OF THE SOUTH TOUR 2010 
 

We gathered up our passengers and headed south, stopping at our 
regular stop for morning tea at Mangakino by the lake.  There was 
a ski boarding competition on at the time for a bit of 
entertainment.  We picked up our last two passengers at Levin and 
made our way to Wellington for the boat trip across Cook Strait. 
 
We stayed overnight in Picton and awoke to a fabulous day for our 
cruise around Queen Charlotte Sounds.  We got a glimpse of some 
dolphins on the way back. We had lunch in Picton then headed up 

over the hills to Havelock for our next nights stop.  The weather 
was gorgeous as we dined on the water front at the marina.  The 
next morning we boarded the Foxy Lady for a very slow cruise up 
through Pelorus Sounds to Elaine Bay where we once again 
boarded the bus andheaded over to French Pass for a sumptuous 
lunch and a cruise.  We split into two groups at French Pass, one 
group went with Danny on his boat to look around French Pass 
and D’Urville Island, while the other group stayed behind and 
feasted on Lyn’s yummy sammies then we swapped over. The 
scenery from the top of the hills going in and out of French Pass is 
always stunning and this day the weather was perfect.   
 

We stayed in Nelson for the next two nights taking in the sights of 
Nelson with our on-board tour guide Ray who took us here there 
and everywhere.  The WOW and Car Museum was certainly a 
popular feature of the day.  We went out to Eyebright and sampled 
some wine or found something in the shops to take home as 
souvenirs. Of course a stay in Nelson is not complete without a 
visit to the famous Hogland Art Glass Studio. 
 
Then we were off to Motueka and on out to Kaiteriteri Beach 
where we boarded yet another boat for a cruise along the Abel 

Tasman National Park coastline calling in to various little bays along the way to drop off and pick up 
passengers doing the many walks through the area.  Weather again was perfect for being out on the water. 
 
We stayed in Takaka for the next 2 nights and dined well as we 
always do at the local hotel.  From Takaka we took a trip out to 
fabulous Farewell Spit in two vehicles.  Perfect weather again 
afforded us some more stunning views from the hill tops and 
along the miles and miles of pristine beach.  We went right out to 
the lighthouse and after a picnic lunch in the sun we made our 
way back again after learning all about the flora and fauna of the 
area from Chris, our guide.  Pupu Springs was also on our must 
do list – the clearest springs in the world, colourful and pure 
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magic. 
After we left Takaka we made our way back up over the Hope Saddle and into St Arnaud after taking in 
the lovely Nelson lakes.  We spent the next 3 nights in Blenheim.  We packed a picnic lunch and set off 
up the Awatere Valley on the second day and made our way through to Molesworth Station about 100kms 
in from the main road.  The scenery through here is simply breathtaking, the majestic mountains, the 
valleys and the streams all come together in one of nature’s fantastic works of art. 
 
We went out to Brayshaw Park the following morning and had a look at their new, upgraded Museum and 

saw the movie about Whale Watching out on the coast. We also 
called in to the popular Omaka Aviation Museum just south of 
Blenheim and what a spectacular display of old aircraft they have 
on display.  Whole scenes of actual events have been recreated 
with the mannequins’ faces depicting the faces of the actual people 
who were there at the time. Quite amazing and expertly done. We 
were also lucky enough to time it right to have a look through an 
old Safe Air aircraft which was interesting too. 
 
We followed this up with a local sightseeing tour and a lunch 

break in town before heading back to our rooms for a rest before 
the rest of the day’s activities.  Later in the afternoon we re-
boarded our bus and made our way out to historic Auntsfield 
Winery for a bit of wine tasting.  We then went back to Brayshaw 
Park and boarded their wee steam train which took us through 
Pollard Park to our dinner destination, the River Queen river boat.  
A gorgeous night up the river with good food, good company and 
good music. 
 
All too soon the tour was nearly over.  We had a very early start 
the next morning to catch the Bluebridge at 8am across to 
Wellington as our regular 10am crossing option was booked out.  It was a very smooth crossing and a 
great opportunity to see the sights through the Sounds during daylight hours.  We boarded a local bus for 
scenic tour around Wellington before settling in for our last night at the Kingsgate Hotel just one block 
from Parliament buildings.   
Our last day was another early start as we opted to include a train journey home this time instead of the 

bus. The Overlander is a 
great way to see behind 
the scenes all the way up 
the main trunk line and 
was most enjoyable.  
Certainly a lot less 
stressful way for us to end 
the trip.  We were met at 
the train station in 
Hamilton and all sent 
homeward bound in 
various forms of transport. 
This was another trip 
crammed full of a lot of 
activities and things to 
see, everyone seemed to 
enjoy themselves.  Thank 
you all for sharing a great 
trip.  
 



Regards, Ross & Susy 

1. French Pass from the Hill 2. French Pass from the Hill 2 3. The pretty Bay at French Pass  

4. Sea Safaris with Danny  5. Beautiful Begonias - Pohara 6. Beautiful begonias at Pohara 2 

7. Re Surgence River – Motueka 8. Resurgence Pool – Motueka 9. Museum at Takaka 

  
10. Aviation Heritage Museum 11. Aviation Heritage Museum 12. Aviation Heritage Museum 

  
13. Aviation Heritage Museum 14. Aviation Heritage Museum 15. Aviation Heritage Museum 



 

16. Auntsfield Winery, Blenheim 17. Auntsfield Winery, Blenheim 18. Original home -  Auntsfield 

 

19. Inside Auntsfield home 20. Pollard Park at Night 21. Pollard Park Blenheim 

 
22. Seymour Sq. Fountain Blenheim 23. Pollard Park by night 24. Heron on Blenheim River 

25. Dinner Cruise Blenheim River 26. Dinner Cruise Blenheim River 27. Dinner Cruise Blenheim River 

28. River Queen, Blenheim 29. Brayshaw Park train - Blenheim 30. Brayshaw Park train 



31. Braeburn Track, St Arnaud 32. Lake Rotoiti – St Arnaud 33. Lake Rotoroa – St Arnaud 

34. Sleeping seal, Farewell Spit 35. Rock face, Farewell Spit 36. Rock face, Farewell Spit 

37. Lighthouse, Farewell Spit 38. Farewell Spit 39. Nature Tours, Farewell Spit 

40. Oyster Catchers – Farewell Spit 41. Seal on Farewell Spit 42. Explorer cruise boat - Picton 

43. Pelorus Sound 44. Punga Cove – Qn Charlotte Snd 45. Split Rock, Abel Tasman Coast 



46. Pupu Springs - Takaka 47. Pupu Springs - Takaka 48. Pupu Springs - Takaka 

49. Cob Cottage – Molesworth Stn 50. Cob Cottage – Molesworth Stn 51. Awatere Valley - Blenheim 

52. Awatere Valley - Blenheim 53. Awatere Valley - Blenheim 54. Awatere Valley - Blenheim 

 

55. Awatere Valley - Blenheim 56. Elaine Bay – Marlborough Snds 57. One of Nelsons Bays 

58. Alexandra Turnbull Library WN 59. Parliament Building WN 60. Wellington 
 


