
 
 

WAIHEKE ISLAND TOUR 2009 
 

We had a small group of people for this trip so we were able to 
take a smaller vehicle.  This was a bonus as it gave us the chance 
to poke our noses into some delightful little nooks and crannies 
around the island where we could not have taken the big bus. 
 
We were exceptionally lucky with the weather. While it was 
pouring down on the mainland, we were languishing on a beautiful 
white sandy beach under a lovely hot sun. Just like a tropical 
island, it rained in the night but was fine during the day. We got 
the odd spit now and again over the four days but certainly nothing 
to curb our activities.   

 
We picked up our passengers en route and headed for Half Moon 
Bay in Auckland to board our ferry across to the Island.  It was a 
nice trip over despite the rain threatening us on the way up.  We 
settled into our Onetangi Beach Front Apartments then went to 
the RSA for dinner. 
 
Next day we visited the ever popular Historic Stony Batter gun 
emplacement.  Our guide, Sue Pawley showed us through the 
tunnels and the places where she and Roy and other volunteers 
have been working hard to bring Stony Batter back to its original 
state.  Considering the whole area was desecrated over many years, the work the Stony Batter volunteers 
have done is remarkable.  However, we have heard that the site is to be taken over by another party which 
will change things considerably.  We are concerned for the volunteers and all the work they have done 
over the years and we sincerely hope this new change does not come to pass as this may well have been 

the last time we can take our passengers to this historic place. We 
will watch this issue with much interest and trepidation.  
Congratulations to Sue and all those wonderful hard working 
people for all they have done for so many years, they deserve a 
medal. 
 
After a ticky tour around the eastern side of the island we went 
back to our apartments and most of us spent the afternoon on the 
beach. 
 

The next day was a tour of other parts of the island and a visit to a 
very special artist, Steve Clark.  This young man is a self taught 
artist who just blows everyone away with his incredible talent. He 
started painting at the age of 16 when he just picked up a paint 
brush and put it to canvas.  At the age of 21 he sat down at a piano 
and just started to play that too.  A remarkable young man.   Once 
again we had the afternoon off to go into town or just relax at the 
beach or in our lovely apartments. 
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On our last day we ventured into town and visited the popular 
Whitaker’s Museum.  Lloyd and Joan put on quite a performance 
as they talk about and played their magnificent collection of 
beautifully restored antique musical instruments.  The town was 
very busy with senior citizens taking advantage of the gold card 
specials on offer to get across to the island so the Whitakers 
Museum has been in great demand.   
 
Our ferry trip back to the mainland was rougher than when we 
came across with waves breaking across the bow and swamping 
the vehicles.  But the old barge handles such seas very well and we 

hardly felt a thing.  Another great trip, thank you everyone. 
Ross & Susy 
 

 

1. Sue feeding sheep at Stony Batter 2. Stony Batter Museum 3. View from Stony Batter 

4. Gun emplacement 5. Volunteer, Roy, Stony Batter 6. Friendly sheep at Stony Batter 



7. Eastern side of Island 8. Enjoying the sun and sand 9. Birds on the beach 

10. Rocky Bay 11. Steven’s colourful letterbox 12. Some of Steven’s incredible art 

13. Morning Tea at Little Oneroa 14. Palm Beach 15. Palms at Palm Beach 

16. Whitakers Museum 1 17. Whitakers Museum 2 18. Lloyd Whitaker in action 

19. Enclosure Bay 20. Palm Beach 21. The Lookout 
 


