
 
 

WALTZING THE MATILDA 2008 
 
An interesting 16 day adventure from the outback to the beautiful 
eastern shores of Australia. 
 
The planes were on time this time, a nice change from previous 
experiences this year.  The weather let us down in places but we can’t 
complain too much, the rain was desperately needed. 
 
We stayed overnight at a delightful motel in Dalby before heading for 
Charleville.  We were supposed to do some star gazing but this is one 
of the places where the weather let us down.  Instead we were treated 

to a very animated demonstration and great video.  We struck the most unseasonable weather the areas we 
visited had seen in 47 years. Charleville got 40mls overnight which 
is unheard of. 
 
Then came our visit to Myendetta, what a magic place.  It is an 
historic old homestead built over a century ago and still in the same 
family.  The stories were most interesting and the high morning tea 
was to die for, three tiered plates with tasty savouries and delicious 
cream cakes and biscuits. Drinks were served from silver tea and 
coffee pots.   
 
We ticky toured down through Tambo, Blackall and Barcaldine 
visiting the sights along the way, then on to Longreach where we stayed for two nights.  It had been raining 
heavily before we got there so we were unable to go out to the Toobrak  Station as planned because the clay 
roads were impassable.  A deep disappointment as this was to be one of our highlights.  Instead we visited 
the Stockman’s Hall of Fame and the home of the first Qantas aeroplane.  Both were well worth a visit. To be 
able to walk around and over and under a huge 747 was quite a treat and very informative. Ross did make the 
comment that he wondered if it was such a good idea to know what was behind the panels of the planes.   

 
Winton was a quiet sleepy little place with interesting history and 
people.  We got on the bus after dinner and went to the outskirts of the 
town away from the lights and did a bit of star gazing while the skies 
were relatively clear. In the early evening we were treated to a rare 
close up encounter of a brolga bird family, mum dad and the kid. The 
trio walk around town every night visiting various places where they 
are fed little treats.  They are quite tame and we got up quite close to 
them. 
 
 

 
 

SCOTTSDALE TOURS 
  

 

 



Mt Isa was a bustling busy place and the mine tour showed just how 
big the whole operation is out there. Not what you would call a 
pretty place, it is definitely a service town but it was pleasant enough 
and when viewed from the hilltop lookout, the town looked 
somewhat like Alice Springs. 
 
Richmond is one of the places in the Queensland outback steeped in 
dinosaur history and their museum is very informative. Cloncurry is 
the home of the legendary John Flynn who founded the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service so a visit to his museum was a must and an ideal 
place for a cuppa. 
 
We ambled our way through beautiful Charters Towers to Townsville stopping at various sites of interest  
along the way.  We stayed two nights in Townsville, one of which was a free day.  Some went shopping, 
some went to the amazing underwater center and others went for a trip out to the Barrier Reef. 
 
Then it was on to Mackay the next day.  We stopped at the gorgeous seaside resort of Airlie Beach for lunch.  
Then it was on to Rockhampton and a quick dinner so we could race off and watch the All Blacks beat the 
Aussies and take out the Bledisloe Cup and the Tri-Nations.  
 

Time was marching on and before we knew it we were on the 
homeward stretch.  We crossed on the ferry to fabulous Fraser Island 
where we spent our last two nights.  What a way to end a busy trip.  
The Eurong Resort is lovely and the beach trip and island tours were 
great.  We saw dingoes and whales which added to all the other 
animals we had seen along the way, emus, camels, brolgas, 
kangaroos, you name it we saw it. 
 
Finally we were heading for home taking in the beautiful Queensland 
coastal beach resorts along the way.  The last few days were fine and 

warm with blue skies, a nice way to end the trip.  In all an interesting and varied little journey. Thank you 
everyone for your company 
along the way. 

 
 

Ross & Susy  



These photos for  sale - $1.00 each.  Just phone 0800-66-44-14 to order. 

   
Beach landing, Fraser Island Brolga, Winton Wild camels, Mt Isa 

   
Cobb & Co Coach, Middleton Mt Cootha, Brisbane Dingo, Rockhampton Zoo 

   
Old vehicles, Ilfricombe Kronosaurus Museum, Richmond Middleton Hotel 

   
Middleton Back Packers Moondarra Lake, Mt Isa Mine at Mt Isa 



  
 

Outback Road, Mt Isa region Typical outback terrain, QLD Road train south of Middleton 

   
Sign post, Mt Isa Stockmans Hall of Fame, Tnville Qantas Museum, Townsville 

  
 

Maheno Shipwreck, Fraser Is. Lake McKenzie, Fraser Island Lonely Bull, Middleton 

   
Transport old & new,Middleton Shipwreck, Fraser Island Woongoola Creek, Fraser Island 



 


