
 
 

WINTERLESS NORTH TOUR 2009 
 

Once again we struck a wintery north rather than a winterless one 
but then the rest of the country suffered a rather cold wintery blast 
as well.  We were extremely lucky to have only had one or two 
days of heavy rain with fine spells now and then which allowed us 
to get out and do the things we wanted to do. 
 
We met Graeme in Hamilton with the Rotorua and Cambridge 
folk but unfortunately he had been held up in traffic and was over 
an hour late.  But we had a rather lively group on board and it was 
even more lively when the others got there and nobody seemed to 

mind the delay.  We headed up through to Parakai and met the crew of the Kewpie II to start our 
adventures.  
 
The trip across the Kaipara Harbour was achieved in fine weather 
and we were well looked after.  It was a little choppy in one or two 
places but most of the time a very nice gentle cruise.  We felt 
rather small and insignificant when one of the huge dredges 
loomed over us as we sat at the wharf ready to go.  We followed it 
for a time then it followed us out to the harbour entrance along 
with another one from another company. 
 
The trip up the beach with Anthony was great although a little 
gusty at times.  Most of us took our lives in our hands a screamed 
up the sand dunes in the dune buggy up to the lighthouse on the hill.  What magnificent views from up 
there.    

 
After our overnight stop in Dargaville called into the wonderful 
Dargaville Museum before we ventured up to the Kai-Iwi Lakes 
for morning tea and then on to Trounson Park.  Unfortunately it 
was really pouring down by the time we got to the park but a few 
hardy souls ventured out into the forest to get a look at the 
magnificent kauri trees.  We stopped and paid homage to Tane 
Mahuta in the Waipoua Forest on our way to the Kaipara Harbour.  
We had picked up a picnic lunch in Dargaville and eaten that on 
the bus as it was raining heavily at lunchtime but stopped in fine 

weather a Omapere for a welcome hot drink.  Then it was on to 
Rawene, across on the ferry to Kohukohu and on up to Kaitaia and 
the warm dry comforts of the Northerner Hotel.   
 
After a good nights sleep we headed off on a local guided tour up 90 
mile beach to Cape Reinga and the famous lighthouse.  It was just as 
well most of us had eaten a hearty breakfast that morning as the 
wind was ferocious at the lighthouse and very nearly blew some of 
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our lighter travelers away.  After a long day it was nice to get back to our accommodation at the 
Northerner and a lovely meal before retiring for another good 
sleep. 
 
Paihia was our next destination so we took our time and 
meandered down the east coast, which is really not very far from 
the west coast up that end of the country. The weather was much 
brighter and so were our spirits as we headed to our first stop to 
see Peter at Lake Ngatu Plantations. A real eye opener to see the 
extent of Peter’s operation and enjoy a most informative and 
knowledgeable guided tour of his extensive property and glass 
houses.  We were able to enjoy our morning tea beside the sea at 
Mangonui without getting rained upon too.  We took in the sights of Kerikeri and Waitangi before settling 
down for the night at the Autolodge in Paihia.  By now the weather had caught up with us and it was 
pouring down again, but we achieved what we set out to do and we managed to do it in fine weather. 

 
Some of us went out to Cape Brett and the Hole in the Rock the 
next day while others opted to do a bus tour around Russell.  The 
weather wasn’t too bad, but it was very cold and breezy – it had 
been snowing on the Desert Road so it was no wonder there was a 
chill in the air.  We made our way down to Whangarei via the 
coast road and enjoyed fabulous views with sunshine, what a treat.   
 
From Whangarei it was downhill and homeward bound.  We 
stopped for a cuppa after our visit to Clapham’s Clocks in 
Whangarei then headed south, once more taking the eastern 

coastal route.  We were in Warkworth for lunch in nice warm sunshine, most enjoyable.  Then we were 
on the motorway, though the new tunnel system and before we knew it we were south of Auckland and 
almost back in Hamilton.  It cut almost an hour off the trip.  Fred met us in Hamilton to take the Rotorua 
and Cambridge people home while we dropped the rest off en-route to Katikati.  The trip was over so 
quickly but this fun 
bunch to people 
made it a 
memorable one.  
Thank you 
everyone for a great 
trip. 
 
Kind regards, Ross 
& Susy 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 



1. Hole in the Rock, Bay of Islands 2. Mack Attack – Hole in the Rock 3. Mail delivery Bay of Islands trip 

4. Dolphin – Bay of Islands trip 5. Clapham Clocks, Whangarei 6. Clapham Clocks, Whangarei 

7. Dargaville Museum 8. .Dargaville Museum 9.  Dargaville Museum 

10. Dune buggy, Rapiro Beach 11. Afternoon tea Rapiro Beach 12. Sand Dredge, Kaipara Harbour 

13. Kewpie II, Kaipara Harbour 14. Rapiro Beach Landing 15. Lighthouse Rapiro Beach 



16. View from Lighthouse Rapiro Bch 17. Rapiro Beach 18. Rapiro Beach 

19. View from Lighthouse Rapiro Bch 20. Rawana Beach, Kaitaia 21. Cape Reinga Lighthouse 

 

22. Hole in the rock 90 mile beach 23. Hauhora Bay, Kaitaia 24. Lake Ngatu Plantation Frangipani 

25. Lake Ngatu Plantation 26. Lake Ngatu Plantation 27. Lake Ngatu Plantation Hibiscus 

28. Oakura Beach 29. Oakura Beach 30. Opo statue, Opononi 
 


