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SCOTTSDALE TOURS [l

WINTERLESS NORTH TOUR 2010 *

Once again the Winterless North was destined tanlyéhing but
Winterless. The Met Service predicted heavy rdiaander, lightning
and anything else nature decided to throw at usweher, this was
a Scottsdale Tour and we tend to travel with oun eweather ®
pattern so off we went. It was overcast and rathestery as we
made our way northward and for that reason we eddid defer our
= boat trip across the Kaipara Harbour until the ehthe trip. It was .
=== still windy when we reached Dargaville and threatgmain but we
| did the Dargaville beach run down to Pouto Poirthwinthony Yr
with just a few spots of rain and a whole lot ohdj which only Y
made the hike up the sand dunes all that moreeistiag. w

It rained heavily in the night but fined up for aleparture the next
morning. We made our way northward again via tbaderful
Dargaville Museum, and magnificent Trounson Parl. 8 attempt
to see the Kai Iwi Lakes but the camping ground géased due to
“branch failure’. What???? That was a new onaifor And of course
we made our annual pilgrimage to Tane Mahuta taadyKauri giant
of the Forest.

We took lunch with us from :4:
Dargaville and stopped for a cuppa at Omapere befaiching the car ;
ferry across from Rawene to Kohukohu and on todfaitor a two A

night stop. We were greeted by new owners at ir¢hirner in e
Kaitaia and they made us feel very welcome anddddfter us well
during our stay. We dined in style that first rijghot a good night's ¢
sleep ready for a big day the next day. Robingudks up the next  **
morning for our journey to Cape Reinga. A full daputing with a lot ™
of wonderful sightseeing along the way. We haatudown at
beautiful Tapotupotu Bay in the sun. In fact thHeole trip was excellent weatherwise. The waves of .
thunderous downpours seemed to work their way araisn It would absolutely pour down for about 10.
minutes then the skies would clear and the sundvoaine out for a while until another downpour came.

e

Another great meal and a comfortable night and weewp and e
off again next morning to the Bay of Islands via thillion
dollar view’ coast road. We stopped briefly in Manui — in
glorious sunshine | might add — had morning testuining
Whangaroa where we did the group photo — agaithoimogis
sunshine and stopped in Kerikeri for lunch. Haeeweather
caught us up and we experienced a sudden downpoabdut
10 minutes. We called into the Mission House andt&iigi
before we ended our day on the waterfront at Paifie
weather here was not the best so no-one was gainethe
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Hole in the Rock cruise. Instead we opted for iy ugformative .

and entertaining guided tour around quaint andhsRussell, e

where again we were caught in a deluge. Ve

Ye

On the road again this time to Tutukaka. It wasagto be able to **

see the magnificent scenery z:i

from our villas at Pacific 2

Rendezvous that night. We 2

witnessed a beautiful sunset Je

and were lucky enough to see e

a beautiful sunrise in the morning. We dined thght at the boat Yr
club, great service, a great meal and friendly feop S
Yr

The last day arrived and it was southward bounageamade our ind
way back to Hamilton. It was a good move to deaktrip across :::

the Kaipara Harbour until today as the weather id@al, and we S
were able to enjoy the three hour trip with juse dight rain shower, the rest of the time the sas wut. -
The trip from Wellsford to Hamilton is so much dkgc now with the Thompson Hill tunnel up and
running and we were back in Hamilton by 6pm. Aagteip with a large group of very friendly people '+
who socialized extremely well made this a lovely for us. Thank you everyone for a great time, we *
look forward to seeing you again soon. w

Kind regards, Ross & Susy :::
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7. Dargaville Beach 8. Dargaville Beach Lighthouse 9. Taylor Made Beach Tour
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